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On October 1, MassHort will continue its almost century-long tradition of honoring superior achievements in
horticulture when EIm Bank hosts the 2009 Honorary Medals Dinner, with the University of Georgia’s Allan Armitage
receiving the George Robert White Medal of Honor.

Widely regarded as one of the world's foremost horticulturists, Armitage is a professor at the
University of Georgia, Athens, where he teaches, conducts research on new garden plants, and
runs the University of Georgia Horticulture Gardens. He is generally credited with creating the
concept of the independent trial garden, the first one of which opened in Athens in 1982. He is
the author of ten books, including Armitage’s Native Plants for North American Gardens and

{ Armitage’s Garden Annuals. He has been cited as one of the ten most influential people or
organizations in the floriculture industry.

Armitage is not the only distinguished honoree. The Jackson Dawson Award will go to Pierre
Bennerup, president of Sunny Border Nurseries, one of the leading producers of perennial
plants for the northeast. Sunny Border, headquartered in Kensington, Connecticut, is known
around the world for being on the cutting edge of new plant development. Pierre, the second
generation Bennerup in the industry, is an integral part of the global horticulture community
and has been instrumental in searching out new plants suitable for North American gardens.

Also to be honored is Holly Shimizu, Executive Director of the U.S. Botanic Garden in
Washington, D.C. Ms. Shimizu, who will receive the Thomas Roland Medal, has been
responsible for the overall operation of the USBG for the past nine years and, under her
leadership, the widely acclaimed new National Garden opened 2006. Ms. Shimizu is well
known through her work as one of the hosts of The Victory Garden and as a frequent
commentator on horticultural topics for National Public Radio.

Receiving the MassHort Large Gold Medal will be Arabella Symington Dane. Ms. Dane, a
former member of the MassHort Board of Trustees and Chairman of the New England Spring
Flower Show, is past chairman of the Board of Trustees of the American Horticultural Society. She is past chairman
of the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts and a noted flower arranger. Ms. Dane is widely known for her
leadership on issues of public education, native plant ecology and conservation.

Seven other Gold and Silver Medals will also be presented at the event, including Gold Medals to Dr. Robert Cook,
Director of the Arnold Arboretum; Maureen Horn, Librarian at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society; Dr. Brian
Maynard, Professor and Chair of the Department of Horticulture of the University of Rhode Island; Peter Sadeck,
President of Peter Sadeck Landscaping, and Mark Sellew, President of Prides Corner Farm. Silver Medals will be
awarded to the Bemis family of Bemis Farms Nursery, and Peter and Leslie Van Berkum, co-founders and owners of
Van Berkum Nursery.

The public is invited to the dinner, which will include a keynote address by Mr. Armitage.

2009 Honorary Medals Dinner
Schedule of Events

Thursday, October 1, 2009
Hunnewell Building at EIm Bank
900 Washington Street
Wellesley, Massachusetts

6:00 PM
Wine and Cheese in the James Crockett Garden
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7:00 PM
Dinner in the Hunnewell Building

7:30 PM
Awards Presentation

8:00 PM
Keynote Address by Allan Armitage

Proceeds from this event will be used for the maintenance and improvement of the gardens

Tickets are $150 per person to this event. There are also opportunties to either co-host or host a
table. You may order individual tickets here. To co-host or host a table, please call Jen Courtney at

O er 617-933-4921. All proceeds from the dinner will be used to support maintenance and improvement
of MassHort gardens.
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Boston to Launch 'A Chemical Reaction' RS

Paul Tukey has been a friend and supporter of Mass Hort for many years. He is now a film maker as well, and his
documentary, A Chemical Reaction, will be shown in Boston on September 23rd. Below are the details for the
screening.

BOSTON, MASS. — On the heels of a near sellout world premiere at the World Film Festival in Montreal, the
controversial environmental documentary A Chemical Reaction announced its first Massachusetts screening at the
25th Boston Film Festival on Sept. 23 at 2 p.m.

Directed by Brett Plymale of Portland, Maine, A Chemical Reaction was
described as “rousing” and awarded four out of five stars by the film critics of the
Montreal Gazette. The film also drew the ire of representatives from the
chemical lawn care industry, who called the film’s executive producer, Paul

R e e e Tukey, an “enviro-maniac” in a widespread email campaign launched Monday,
Aug. 31 — the day of the film’s premiere.

Tukey, a former HGTV host and the founder of the U.S. non-profit organization
known as SafeLawns.org, appears frequently on screen during A Chemical
Reaction while interviewing key figures in the anti-pesticide movement in
Canada and the U.S. He said his goal in making the film is to create awareness
| of the health hazards and environmental degradation associated with lawn care.

“Canadian doctors and the Canadian courts have looked at the toxicity
associated with chemical lawn care and have banned these products in much of
that nation,” said Tukey. “Our hope is that people watch the movie and say,
‘Canada has banned these products, why do we still use them in the United

States?’”

That message resonated with the selection committee of the Boston Film Festival, which runs from Sept. 18-24 at
the Kendall Square Theater in Cambridge.

“We are thrilled to present A Chemical Reaction,” said Robin Dawson, the BFF Executive Director. “ The information
it provides about pesticides posing a serious health and environmental risk is something that the public should
know.”

The town of Marblehead, Mass. — which was the first municipality in the U.S. to ban lawn pesticides on public
property — is depicted in the 80-minute movie along with several other cities in towns that have attempted similar
legislation. Much of the story, however, focuses on Dr. June Irwin, a dermatologist who spurred the first town in
Canada to ban lawn and garden chemicals pesticides in 1991. When Hudson, Quebec, told the lawn care giant then
known as ChemLawn that it couldn’t apply its products within town borders, it set off a chain of high-profile court
cases that culminated in the Canadian Supreme Court in 2001.

The town won the case in a landmark 9-0 decision and the chemical ban soon spread to the entire province of
Quebec. Ontario enacted lawn chemical restrictions this past Earth Day and dozens of other municipalities have also
passed legislation.

“Hudson’s ban was the catalyst that set the dominos into motion,” said Dr. Merryl Hammond, an environmental
activist from Quebec. “Once we saw what Hudson did, we said, ‘Why can’t we do that, too?’ Then you saw towns

across the nation follow suit.”

Producers of the movie also announced an alliance with Northstar Media of Norwalk, Conn., to sell broadcast and
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DVD rights around the world.

“We are delighted to be working with A Chemical Reaction,” said Andy Weir, president of Northstar Media. “The film
is impactful without being ‘preachy’ and provides great information in an entertaining way. It needs to be seen by
the masses and we expect to make that happen.”

ABOUT SAFELAWNS.ORG: SafeLawns.org is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to reduction in the use of
lawn and garden pesticides and synthetic chemical fertilizers. It has produced a series of high-profile campaigns
since its inception in 2006.

ABOUT THE BOSTON FILM FESTIVAL: The BFF has premiered 25 years of remarkable films such as; American
Beauty, North Country, The Piano, Reservoir Dogs, Jesus Camp, The Ground Truth, Flash of Genius, Grace is Gone,
Trade and many others. Additionally, a vast list of directors and talent have participated at the festival including;
Greg Kinnear, George Clooney, Dane Cook, Sam Mendes, Sir Ridley Scott, Jerry Weintraub, Alison Eastwood, Robin
Tunney, and many more. The Boston Film Festival is dedicated to supporting evolving filmmakers by providing a
forum to showcase their artistic vision.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Brett Plymale at Brett@PFZMedia.com. To view a movie trailer, visit
www.ChemicalReactionMovie.com.
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BLCOMS!
Blooms! is going to be back in 2010. Bigger, better and... oh, yes... attached to a major flower show.

In August, MassHort signed an agreement with The Paragon Group to hold Blooms! 2010 within Paragon’s new
Boston Flower & Garden Show. The shows will run for five days, March 24-28 at the Seaport World Trade Center.
Paragon’s show will encompass the landscape displays and vendors that are a part of quality flower and garden
shows. MassHort’s Blooms! will house two divisions of floral design competition, amateur horticulture, and plant
society exhibits.

“It’'s a win-win for MassHort and its members,” says Betsy Ridge Madsen, Chairman of MassHort’s Trustees. “We’'re
staging all of the same events that made Blooms! such a success in 2009, yet we’re also part of a larger show under
the same roof. Blooms! retains its individual identity and control which allows MassHort to maintain its high
standards.”

Several issues related to the agreement between MassHort and Paragon are still under review by MassHort
management and trustees. One of those issues is member ticketing. As soon as that issue is settled, MassHort will
notify all members.

Paragon estimates that between 85,000 and 100,000 people will make the trip to South Boston for the show. The
Seaport World Trade Center, approximately a mile east of the Financial District, has both ample moderately priced
parking nearby and a stop on the MBTA Silver Line connecting to South Station.

“We gave considerable thought to repeating Blooms! as an independent event in 2010,” Ms. Madsen says. “The 2009
show was held in the lobbies of several downtown office buildings with landscape exhibits created at several malls.
It was a tremendous success in terms of attracting visitors but, because the event was free, we attracted few new
members as a result. With Blooms! part of Paragon’s Boston Flower & Garden Show, we believe this is the best way
to go for us in 2010.”

The 2010 edition of Blooms! will be held in the Seaport World Trade Center’s ballroom and adjacent meeting spaces
and lobbies, with direct access to the exhibition halls containing vendors and landscapes. “It's a very attractive
space,” Ms. Madsen says. “Instead of thirty-foot ceilings and industrial lighting, we have bright, standard-height
ceilings with attractive lights and carpeting. It's the kind of space that invites you to linger and look more closely.”

There will be two formal floral design competitions. One will be sponsored by the Garden Club Federation of
Massachusetts, and details on how to enter will be available at www.gcfm.org. A second competition is sponsored
by MassHort, and entry details will be posted in coming months at the Society’s website, www.MassHort.org.

Blooms! will feature an expanded Amateur Horticulture competition, encouraging New Englanders to show their
prize houseplants and early-spring-blooming shrubs. Full details on entries will be available in coming months at the
MassHort website. Plant societies are also expected to be a major presence at the show. Any plant society that has
not already been contacted by MassHort should consult www.MassHort.org for details on how to display at Blooms!

Carolyn Weston, Paragon’s show director for the new event, says, “Paragon Group is thrilled to have MassHort

presenting the Blooms! program at the new Boston Flower & Garden Show and we warmly welcome MassHort’s
members. The lively and colorful Blooms! displays will offer the perfect complement to stunning gardens, tempting
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shopping opportunities, lectures and demonstrations in the show’s exciting new venue.”
The Boston Flower & Garden Show will be presented by The Paragon Group, Inc. Headquartered in Needham,
Paragon is an event marketing firm that has produced the New England International Auto Show for over twenty

years and the National Golf Expo for six years. The Paragon Group also produces auto shows in other major cities.
For more information on the Boston Flower & Garden Show, visit www.TheBostonFlowerShow.com.
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Come See the Trial Garden FrrEi

Elm Bank’s Trial Garden, viewed from the roof of the Education Building, is at its late summer peak now, with
hundreds of specimen annual flowering plants on display. All plants are identified and you can stroll this garden and
make notes on which cultivars appear to perform best in our climate, the better to plan your own garden for next
year. Alas, the Trial Garden disappears with the first hard frost.
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LINX Links Up with MassHort FRmT

If you've been at EIm Bank any weekday this summer, it's been impossible to miss seeing the
children. Not just the ones in strollers or holding their mother’s hands — the groups of dozens of
kids playing ball or planting a garden; canoeing on the Charles or being immersed in a foreign
language.

The children are part of the summer camp sessions of LINX — the Enrichment Club for Kids. The
program concluded its first season at the end of August with approximately five hundred day campers participating.

“It was terrific, the best of both worlds” says Josh Schiering, who ran the camp and is an executive with LINX. “ElIm
Bank has everything a child could want within its borders: places for fishing, gardens for learning, and a hill
tailor-made for a hundred-foot-long slip-and-slide. For LINX, the location is ideal: easy for parents to drop off their
children in the morning and collect them at the end of the day.”

Schiering’s enumeration of the virtues of EIm Bank is interrupted by a squawk from the phone on his belt.
“Blue Jays in the canoes,” says a voice.
Is that good or bad? The look of non-comprehension on the interviewer’s face means a translation is required.

“The camp has five age groups,” Schiering explains. “Blue Jays are second and
third graders. | get continuing feedback that everything is going as planned.”
Linx accepts campers from ages three and four (Hummingbirds) to eighth grade
(Hawks). “Hawks get into orienteering, yoga and two-hour-long canoeing and
fishing trips on the Charles. Hummingbirds get T-ball and story hours.”

Education, and especially environmental education, is central to LINX’s summer
camp concept. “Respecting the environment is a key message,” Schiering says.
“Being at EIm Bank helps us get across that concept.”

One area of Weezie’s Garden has been blocked off for a vegetable garden. At the beginning of the summer,
campers cleared the area, learning to tell weeds apart from plants. Campers went on to plant vegetables and take
care of the garden. Now, in the final week, there’s a harvest going on. “We’re teaching horticultural skills,”
Schiering says, “and the MassHort professional staff is generous with their time in sharing both their knowledge and
experience with the kids.”

For MassHort, the arrangement is just as welcome. “A surprising number of parents dropping off their children are
seeing EIm Bank for the first time,” says interim Executive Director Joe Kunkel. “They knew, vaguely, that it was
somewhere in the area. LINX put us on their map.”

On a Monday morning, there are cases of separation anxiety on the part of first-time campers. Counselors — mostly
full-time staff members who work on LINX’s other year-round programs — help them adjust and take the time
needed to get them over the hurdle of being away from home for the first time.

In a grassy area under a massive oak, a group of very young kids are
following along as a specialist talks to them in Spanish. It's a simple
lesson — what number is this? ‘Dies y siete?’ ‘No!" But of such small
lessons come language comprehension.

In the large, sunny grassy circle adjacent to the daylily garden,
Robin-aged kids (five years old up through first grade) are involved in a
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soccer match where the rules appear to have been adjusted to permit _

an unlimited number of balls to be in play simultaneously. Everyone is having a great time.

Schiering is excited about next summer. “The feedback from campers via their parents has been nothing but
positive,” he says. “Based on what they tell us, next summer, we think we’ll host a thousand kids.”

That’s lots of Blue Jays in lots of canoes.
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On the Road Again FrmTi

MassHort’s PlantMobile — an impossible-to-miss SUV covered with pictures of animals and plants — was one of the
unfortunate victims of the Society’s retrenchment last summer. Now, thanks to a generous gift from the Beacon Hill
Garden Club, the vehicle is back on the road, offering children one-stop environmental education lessons.

This summer, the Plantmobile has been a fixture at the Hale
Reservation, which straddles Westwood and Dover and offers
day-camping facilities for nine Boston-area agencies. There, it is visited

(2]
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by the approximately 2000 children who are at the facility on any given
day. The PlantMobile turns heads as it helps educate. A gasoline-
electric hybrid Toyota SUV, the vehicle itself teaches about conserving
resources. But the key lessons are from the ones developed by
MassHort and given by the people in the PlantMobile. This summer,
that individual is Ryan Silve, a naturalist at the Hale Reservation.

. d :
MassHort’s goal in creating the concept of the PlantMobile was to strengthen students’ observation and analysis
skills while learning about the plant world around them. Because students learn best while doing, participants first
answer questions, then are paired up to inspect, report and analyze their seed and plant specimens. Students
learned the connection between flowers, fruits and seeds by dissecting and examining plant material.

For interim Executive Director Joe Kunkel, knowing the PlantMobile is back on the
road is part of MassHort’s renewing and strengthening its educational mission. “It's a
powerful tool,” Kunkel says. “Children react to the vehicle, which doesn’t look like
anything they’ve ever seen. Because of that, the science becomes easier to assimilate g
because it’s part of a fun experience.” i '

For the Beacon Hill Garden Club, helping put the PlantMobile back on the road was
consistent with the club’s charitable efforts.

The MassHort/Hale Reservation grew out of conversations between the two organizations. "For quite a few years,
Hale and MassHort have looked into ways to develop a partnership,” said Hale's Executive Director Eric Arnold.

“This year, the PlantMobile was not in use for the summer and Mass Hort offered to loan it to Hale Reservation to
support summer programming."
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September Horticultural Hints FEmTE)

by Betty Sanders
Principal Master Gardener

Vacation’s over, time to get to work in the garden!

Your first chore is easy: put in your spring and summer bulb order. Bulb
catalogs have been arriving all summer. Now, sit down and decide what you
need to brighten your garden next year. Ordering nhow means a wider
choice of varieties than are available at most nurseries. Consider adding the early and less-well-known
bulbs such as Chionodoxa, Camassia, Pushkinia and others. (Editor’s Note: You may want to consider
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs as a source as a portion of every order benefits MassHort.)

Need to redo your lawn? Now’s the time. Grass grows best in the cooler temperatures of autumn and
annual weeds are not a problem now. Whether overseeding or starting over, get a soil test, so you
know how much lime and fertilizer are needed before you begin. And while you are doing that work,
consider if some part of what is now lawn wouldn‘t be better as a tree or shrub bed. It would reduce
you future work and add more interest to your property.

Daylilies are true workhorses but, like many other perennials, they cannot go on forever without some
care. Daylilies need to be dug up and divided every three to four years to keep the plants youthful,
and September is a great time for this chore. For the sake of convenience and because they’ll have
fewer roots when you are finished, first cut the foliage in half. Shake or wash most of the dirt off the
roots. Daylily roots are tough and you'll need a pair of spading forks or a sharp shovel to break apart
the mass. Discard the old center and replant divisions that are 6 to 8 inches across. Too many plants?
Share them with friends, just remember to make note of the blossom color when potting them up.

In the vegetable garden, many tomatoes, which usually have buried us with their bounty by now, are
struggling along because of the blight spread by seedlings from the big box stores this spring.
Weakened by the loss of foliage, the plants may have set fewer fruit or produced smaller specimens. If
you had blight, be certain to remove the plants from the garden, have them taken away with

household trash (do not compost them under any circumstances!), and try not to plant tomatoes in that
area for several years until the fungal spores have died off. Start your own seedlings or buy them
from reputable local nurseries. This will reduce the chance of introducing more diseases into your
garden.

Winter squash and pumpkins are ripening on the vine now. Do not pick pumpkins until they have
turned uniformly orange. When picking winter squash always cut the squash from the vine leaving at
least two inches of stem attached. This makes the squash less likely to rot in storage. Wash the
picked, undamaged squash in a ten percent bleach solution and then allow them to dry in the sun for a
couple of days. They will keep in a cool dry room for months providing a dish from your garden long
after it is buried in snow.

If a light frost is predicted this month, cover plants you’d like to continue enjoying. Tender annuals
and hot weather vegetables can be covered with large garbage bags or old sheets. Just remember to
remove the coverings in the morning. If hard frosts hold off into October you will have the pleasure of
a few more weeks of fresh vegetables and a colorful garden or containers.
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The Rule of Three FrnTia

by Neal Sanders
Leaflet Contributor

Over the decade we have lived in our current home, we have transformed what was once two
acres of woods with a too-large lawn into what we think is an attractive series of interconnected
gardens: shrub beds, perennial borders, xeric beds and specimen trees — and a lot less lawn. |
have willingly contributed the labor while my wife, the Master Gardener, provided the
intelligence and design prowess.

But there comes a point in a garden’s evolution when the place is, well, full. For a period of time after that, new
plants can be introduced by filling in gaps. Inevitably, however, you run out of space and, short of cutting down
more trees to open up new territory, you have to learn to live within your garden footprint.

We reached the saturation point about three years ago. But nothing has diminished my wife’s interest in adding
new specimens. A trip to a nursery ‘just to look around’ inevitably results in something up coming home with us.
When those new shrubs or trees or perennials arrive at out home, there begins a game of musical chairs that | have
come to think of as ‘the Rule of Three’.

The Rule of Three works like this: my wife falls in love with a new cultivar of
Itea virginica ‘Little Henry’. ‘Little Henry’ is swaddled in burlap and comes
home with us. My wife notes that ‘Little Henry’ is an ideal candidate for the
shrub bed out in front of our property because it wants lots of sun, can
tolerate a fairly dry area, and has colorful fall foliage that just might serve as
an inspiration to our neighbors to get rid of their invasive burning bush.

Unfortunately, there’s a problem. Our shrub bed already contains more than
twenty specimens. She begins walking the bed. She views the bed from multiple angles. Finally, she makes a
determination: the Baptisia (false indigo to the rest of us) has to go. It never looked good there and it didn’t bloom
this year until late July and then only for a few weeks.

Thus, we have the first hole. Out goes the Baptisia and in goes ‘Little Henry’.

But that’s too easy a solution. There’s nothing wrong with the Baptisia, it just
wasn’t up to snuff for such a prominent locale. A home needs to be found for this
misplaced plant. Once again, the entire garden is paced and viewed from multiple
angles. Like ‘Little Henry’, the Baptisia also wants lots of sun and is tolerant of a
dry spot. There are a limited number of such locales on our property.

It just so happens there is such an area in our xeric garden, created two years ago
from what was once the strip of grass between the sidewalk and street. There is
even a lovely spot for it just by the mailbox. The Baptisia would look perfect there. Unfortunately, that spot is
currently occupied by a square foot or so of Hypericum calycinum, a ground cover with an attractive yellow flower
that is, alas, effectively invisible from the street.

And so we have the second hole. Out goes Hypericum, to be replaced by the displaced Baptisia.

By now, you’'re wondering if this plant version of musical chairs is going to go on
infinitely. It could, but it turns out that Hypericum (sometimes called ‘Aaron’s
Beard’) was a sort of failed experiment. My wife planted it (it was a gift from a
fellow gardener) but never grew to love it.
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But in our garden, things never get thrown away (except Rudbeckia, which goes
straight into the mulch pile). And so a third hole is dug. This one is in the
transplant bed, an area where sick plants go to get healthy and unwanted plants go
to be potted up for the annual plant sale held by our local garden club. Hypericum will rest there until early May,
when it goes to a new, more appreciative home.

)
el N

That’s the ‘Rule of Three’: the introduction of any one, new plant requires the digging of three holes.

There is a corollary to the ‘Rule of Three’. 1 call it the ‘Rule of the Rock’ and it states that any perennial, tree or
shrub put into a previously unplanted area will require the removal of a rock. Usually a big one. There is a
handsome stone wall out in front of our property that wasn’t there when we moved in. Some of the biggest rocks in
that wall were the result of putting in tiny hostas that ‘had’ to go in a certain area.

Now, you can only imagine what happens half a dozen new plants are brought in at once...

Neal Sanders is a frequent contributor to the Leaflet. We encourage you to read his contributions to our In the
Gardens Blog where he focuses on interesting cultivars that can found in the Elm Bank gardens.
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