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'Festival of Trees' Is Coming to Elm Bank FrmTi

It's never too soon to block off some time for a special event, and from November §
20 through December 4, ElIm Bank will host the first edition of what promises to
be an annual tradition: the MassHort Festival of Trees.

Imagine the Hunnewell Building — the beautiful, converted carriage house on the
grounds of EIm Bank - filled to overflowing with decorated trees. Trees that
celebrate art or music, or the Red Sox, the beach, Cinderella, America, Disney
characters, gardening, golfing or anything else you can imagine.

Then, imagine you and your family after a day or shopping and very much in need §
of a respite from it all. That's where the Festival of Trees comes in: a little bit of
pure holiday joy amid the commercialism.

The MassHort Festival of Trees is the idea of Joyce Bakshi, who has seen similar
programs aid non-profits around the country, including one in Methuen that
attracts nearly 100,000 visitors a year.

“Elm Bank is an ideal place for this,” Joyce says. “It's tranquil and serene while, at the malls, everyone is jockeying
for a parking place. It's a place to take the kids or the visitors from out of town.”

Right now, Joyce is focused on getting trees. "We’re looking for businesses or organizations that can contribute a
decorated tree,” she says. "It might be a bank, a retail store, a club, an interior design firm, or an individual. The
tree will be on display for two weeks and seen by a lot of people. It's great advertising, wonderful good will, and it

will help a very worthy cause.”

If you’'d like to contribute a tree or need more information before making a decision, contact Joyce at 978-470-0263
or at joyce.bakshi@verizon.net.

And, come the end of November, mark it on you calendar under ‘getting into the holiday spirit.’
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MassHort Gets Ready for Blooms! 2010 mw ()

BLCWMS!

On a blustery morning last week, Art Scarpa panned a flashlight over a warehouse crammed with everything from
panels the size of a small house to stacks of wooden boxes of every conceivable dimension. Somewhere in this
dusty mess, he knew, were the frames of four plant rooms. His job was to find them and assess their condition.

Those structures, come next March, will be filled with spectacular displays of plants. Tens of thousands of people will
pass by them, stop, and discover the amazing breadth of horticulture that fills greenhouses, conservatories or
window boxes in New England.

Art, who until recently headed the Cactus and Succulent Society, is part of a growing army of volunteers who are
pulling together Blooms! 2010, which will take place as part of the Boston Flower & Garden Show at the Seaport
World Trade Center. His daunting task is to coordinate participation by dozens of plant societies around the region.
Plant societies were represented at the first Blooms! held in several downtown office buildings this past March. For
Blooms! 2010, and with ample contiguous space, visitors will see the kinds of displays that were customary at the
New England Flower Show.

Clark Bryan, MassHort’s Director of Operations, walks carefully across the top of
pallets stacked eight feet high, each footfall creating clouds of dust. His own flashlight
plays over boxes of flower show material. Finally, behind a massive container holding
hundreds of stanchions and miles of plastic chain, he spots a likely candidate: a row of
heavy wooden frames. He bends over and blows away dust. His thumb flicks away
the remaining covering on one of the frames. “Plant Room #4 top,” is written on the
surface.

“Got ‘em,” Clark shouts down.

Over the course of the fall and winter, trucks will haul these plants rooms,
together with thousands of other items, down to EIm Bank. They’ll be stored in
greenhouses where Art and his fellow volunteers will inspect the structures,
repairing or repainting them as needed. They’ll locate the connecting nuts and
bolts and practice putting them together. Dozens of such structures need to be
assembled during the short *build’ period that precedes the opening of the show.

And, all this time, the plant society responsible for Plant Room #4 will be
growing and caring for the horticulture that will be installed in them.

“It’s a huge effort,” Art says, wiping dust off his hands. “"But every society I've contacted has been enthusiastic
about participating next year. It's their opportunity to interest the public in the plants they love. Blooms! is their
way of reaching out, attracting new members and sharing their passion.”

Blooms! at the Boston Flower & Garden Show opens March 24, 2010. Your MassHort membership entitles you to a
free ticket to the show. More details will follow in the coming weeks.
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Editor's Note: The following speech was presented by Betsy Ridge Madsen, the Society's Board of Trustees

President at the 2009 Honorary Medals Awards Dinner held on October 1,2009. The event gave Betsy the
opportunity to recap the events of MassHort's fiscal year which ended on September 30, 2009.
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A Good Time Was Had By All FrmTl

A sellout crowd of 250 came to MassHort’s “A Day of Garden Inspiration’ on September 2.

An array of speakers provided invaluable how-to tips as well as a day-long education on
horticulture.

Roger Swain, never one to stand in front of a lecture hall to make his point, delivered his

talk on ‘the right tool for the right job’ from atop a table in the center of the gathering.
(Photo courtesy of Hilda M. Morrill.)
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In a Master Gardener Classroom R

There’s a contractor putting in a new kitchen at the Quincy home of Carol Fischer this week and, under a different
set of circumstances, she’d be there keeping an eye on things. Instead, this past Thursday morning she was
diligently taking notes on why the roots of most forest trees can be found in the top foot of soil.

Cheryl Monroe of Jefferson and Betsey Weiss of Lexington are avid gardeners with a keen interest in landscape
design. That morning, they were learning that planting a fully leafed tree in mud is a discovery that’s getting
considerable attention. For Amy Voorhes of Chestnut Hill, who is contemplating a mid-career shift from public
relations, this Thursday morning was “a way to keep the synapses firing.”

Welcome to the Master Gardener Autumn Class of 2009. On Thursdays,
you'll find Carol, Cheryl, Betsey, Amy and 41 other students in a
classroom at ElIm Bank, learning horticulture from top experts in the
field. For fourteen weeks they’ll learn plant biology, pruning, diseases,
organics and a dozen other topics. They’ll complete extensive homework
assignments and, on many Saturday mornings, they’ll be back at EIm
Bank putting what they’ve learned to practical use in the MassHort

| gardens,

g Carol Fischer puts it in perspective. “If | wasn’t here, 1I'd be working in
N my own garden. Here, I’'m learning how to do it right.”
From left to right, students Carol Fischer,
Amy Voorhes, Cheryl Monroe, and Betsey Three weeks into the course, the four agree it's everything they
Weiss expected, and them some.

“The camaraderie is great,” Amy offers. “It’s a group of people with a common interest in learning a lot more about
gardening.”

The others nod. “It's great when you find a group of people who share the same passion,” Cheryl adds.

Betsey waves her hand. “But there’s a lot more than three hours a week of homework. There’s a lot of research to
do.”

“And it’s more physical than | thought,” Carol notes. “Try spending a Saturday morning digging out grasses some
time.”

But they all agree they wouldn’t trade these Thursdays for anything.
Leading this class is Principal Master Gardener Sonja Johanson of Medfield, who
juggles three school-aged children while keeping the group on schedule and grading

all those homework assignments.

“It’s supposed to be fun,” Sonja says. “But no one said it would be easy.”

Sonja has streamlined the process from earlier years: lecture handouts are now
emailed out to students ahead of time. In the classroom, several attendees are scrolling though the handouts on
laptop computers, adding their own notes based on the questions the lecturer is fielding from a sea of raised hands.

“The big problem is keeping things within a reasonable time limit,” Sonja says. “Every lecturer so far has found that
they’re still answering questions long after the class was supposed to have ended.”
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But they’re definitely learning. “The quality of the homework is a lot higher than when | took the course,” Sonja says.
“It's apparent that they’re not only reading the material but going beyond it. This is a very bright, inquisitive class. |

hear it in the questions and | see it in what they write.”

While eating a quick lunch in the Italianate Garden during a break in the lecture, the four women ponder the question,

‘why this year?’ Why not last year, or next year?

For Carol, it was a scholarship from her garden club. She has been horticulture chairman of the Wollaston Garden
Club and the club urged her to take the course, finally offering to pay for it. “It made sense. And I'm having a great

time.”

Even with a contractor doing who-knows what in her kitchen.
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Autumn at EIm Bank TR

The days have a crispness to them and the wind can be brisk, but it's beautiful at EIm Bank. Why not come over and
enjoy it?

Right by the entrance to ElIm Bank is a display of gourds and squash culled from the vegetable trial garden. While
some of the pumpkins look knife-ready for carving, you'll also see highly unusual cultivars with shapes and colors
that challenge conventional definitions of vegetables.

The Trial Garden is a pleasure to behold, the annuals have reached maturity with a myriad of
colors and textures to delight the eye. Both the containers and the in-ground planting beds
have abundant flowers. Some are tender and will go with the first frost but much of the Trial
Garden will be hardy until the end of October.

Weezie's Garden is an autumn treat, with asters, hydrangeas and other fall bloomers
waiting to delight the eye. The banana trees will retreat indoors with the frost but the rest
of the garden awaits your visit. Every turn offers an interesting vista and the garden’s color
palette is wonderful.

The Bressingham Garden is a visitor’s bonanza. The grasses that have been hiding
in plain sight now sport jaunty plumes as varied as the many cultivars planted by
Adrian Bloom two years ago. Multiple clumps of asters in pinks and reds are making
{ their autumn statement and unusual perennials such as persicaria wave in the
breeze, awaiting your discovery. The river of Geranium Rozanne is still blooming its
vivid blue and will continue to do so until the snow falls. Other spring and summer
bloomers, cut back after their initial glories, are returning for smaller, autumn
displays.

The specialty gardens, too, offer their own delights. The Alan Payton Rhododendron Garden offers a wonderful
autumn sight of rusts and golds, and the Herb Society garden will bloom well into October.
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October Horticultural Hints FRmTE

by Betty Sanders
Principal Master Gardener

Close Window
Love fall color, but hate to rake? Then don’t! But don't allow leaves to
smother your grass, either. Mow those leaves with a mulching blade on the
mower. Early in the season you won't even notice the now-shredded leaves
between grass blades. As the season progresses you may see some chopped
leaves. Up to six (!) inches of leaves can be mower-mulched and left in place
on the lawn. Ninety-nine percent of those leaves will break down into compost before Spring,
improving your soil, giving you a richer, better lawn next year.

If you can’t bear the thought of not raking, or you prefer to
mower-mulch and bag your leaves, don’t take them to the dump or
leave them on the curb. Make use of those free nutrient-rich organics
by putting them in a compost bin, or spreading mulched leaves over
flower and shrub beds. Once mulched they won't blow, they’ll look
attractive and they’ll break down to improve the soil. Either way, the
leaves stay out of landfills and make your property nicer next year.

Do you have mushrooms in your lawn? Don’t worry, they are a sign of something right. The presence of
mushrooms means there is organic matter breaking down under the lawn. In other words, new soil is
being made. If you don't like the look, mow or kick them over, they are harmless to the lawn but, like
all wild mushrooms, should be considered poisonous if eaten by humans.

You can continue planting your bulbs in October. New England soil
can be a pain to dig in, but it's worth the effort to make certain that
» tulip and daffodils have six inches of soil on top of their necks, and
small bulbs like crocus have four inches on top of their necks.
Deeper not only helps to keep critters at bay (as does a sprinkling of
red pepper followed by a top coating of ground limestone) but also

" means they are less susceptible to damage from winter thaws.

| (Editor’s Note: You may want to consider Brent & Becky’s Bulbs as a
source as a portion of every order benefits MassHort.)

Keep watering plantings if Mother Nature doesn’t provide. Trees and shrubs planted in the last two years should be
watered regularly until the ground freezes and they are no longer able to take up moisture.

Finish collecting the harvest from your vegetable garden. While a few plants such as kale and brussel sprouts benefit
from a light frost, most vegetables should be removed, cleaned and stored before frost strikes. Perennial herbs such
as tarragon, mint and chives should be reinvigorated by dividing and replanting. Tender herbs such as parsley and
basil can be cleaned and frozen for winter use.

Clean up your garden thoroughly. Diseased or insect infested plants left on the garden mean you will have many
more problems next year. Bag and dump those while composting the healthy plants. A layer of leaves, compost or
even animal manure put on the garden now means richer soil next spring. Another option is a green cover crop such
as winter rye, which will improve the soil when turned under in the spring.

Are all your houseplants inside? Good! Now be careful not to overwater, and cut back sharply on any use of

fertilizer. The days are shorter, the environment much less conducive to growth than when they were summering
outside.

1ofl 06/01/2010 11:50 AM



Massachusetts Horticultural Society - Anthropomorphism in the Garden http://www.masshort.org/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&i...

Anthropomorphism in the Garden FRmTia

by Neal Sanders
Leaflet Contributor

Engaging in anthropomorphism - the assigning of human characteristics to non-humans - helps
pass the time when you're doing gardening grunt work. This past weekend, I found myself
doing so as I began cleaning up our perennial beds for autumn. For example...

Every time I've been to Fenway Park, I have witnessed the following: starting in the third inning - as soon as
everyone who is going to show up for a game has arrived - there are usually some vacant seats down in the first
few rows. Invariably, during the inning change, a few kids brazenly filter down from the cheap seats and plant
themselves in those high-priced boxes. A few minutes later, an usher comes by and asks the kids for their tickets.
The tickets, of course, are not forthcoming. The kids leave without an argument. An inning later, the same kinds or
ones just like them, are back in the same prime territory. Back comes the usher. Away go the kids. This keeps up
until the seventh or eighth inning, when a percentage of the people in the high priced seats have had enough
baseball and leave to get ahead of the traffic. Then the kids invade in large numbers. The ushers stop bothering to
throw them out.

Marsh marigolds (Caltha palustris) are the horticultural equivalent of these kids. I know
because I've been pulling them out of our upper shade bed, which is supposed to be
hosta and astilbe, all summer. The marsh marigolds invade by the thousands, their
pale green stems and leaves poking up above the hostas. They pull out so easily it's
ridiculous. They make no effort to assert themselves, to put down roots, or otherwise
lay claim to the bed. You just pull them out and throw them into the debris bucket.

But next week they’re back in the same place. I pull them out again. And so it went
through the summer until this past weekend. Now, the bed is looking tired and I'm
feeling tired. There comes a point when they pop up and I don’t pull them out. For a
few weeks - the last few innings of the game - they get the prime location, where they
happily go to seed for next year’s crop.

Caltha palustris Then, there’s the charming, uninvited guest that you regret not throwing out when you
had the chance. I remember back in my college years going to a party that lasted into
the wee hours of the morning. A guy appeared at the door at some point and said he was ‘Mary’s date’ or something
like that and he was just waiting for her to show up. The guy then proceeded to do magic tricks — simple sleight of
hand. And he was so ‘charming’ that, even after it became apparent that he had crashed the party, he was allowed to
stay. And, like a number of other guests, he stayed the night, sleeping on whatever surface was available.

But the next morning, our host came out of his room and found this uninvited guest on the phone... making long
distance call after long distance call (this was back when long distance calls were expensive). He finally got ejected,
but it was too late, as our host found out when the phone bill came in.

Meadow Rue (Thalictrum) is that charming, uninvited guest. It's a big, showy plant that puts
out a spectacular set of flowers. The problem is that it is prolifically self-seeding and, once that
flower blooms, you're pulling out Meadow Rue for the rest of your life. This weekend, I
plucked out a hundred seedlings, easily.

Finally, there’s Uncle Louie When He Was A Kid. It's the plant that, when small, looks exactly
like something you want growing in the bed - Asters are especially mimic-able. These weeds
put up the same leaves and, for a few months, you're convinced that you have been blessed
with an amazing crop of Lady in Black Asters. But real Asters are in full bloom by September.
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These weeds just keep growing, getting taller and putting out seeds until you yank them out

(and they don’t go without a fight). This weekend, I belatedly pulled out dozens of aster

Meadow Rue
look-a-likes.

(Thalictrum)

Neal Sanders is a frequent contributor to the Leaflet. We encourage you to read his contributions to our In the
Gardens Blog where he focuses on interesting cultivars that can found in the EIm Bank gardens.
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