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Festival of Trees Will Glow at Elm Bank Starting November 21

If you ever wanted to show your family how they decorate the White House for the holidays,
you'll have your chance in just eleven days. From November 21 through December 4, the
Massachusetts Horticultural Society will host a new holiday tradition: the Festival of Trees at Elm
Bank. It's an event intended to kick off the holiday season in a special way: by giving families an
opportunity to see delightfully decorated holiday trees in a festive environment.

The White House connection comes courtesy of a tree being donated by the Garden
Club Federation of Massachusetts. They've enlisted Gloria Freitas-Steidinger, whose
long list of credentials includes a stint as coordinator of holiday decorations for the
White House during the Clinton administration. Ms. Freitas-Steidinger has promised
to recreate one of the sumptuous trees she designed there.

Joyce Bakshi, chair of the Festival of Trees Committee, says she has firm
commitments for approximately three dozen trees ranging from some under two
feet to others up to eight feet.

"It's very heartening," Joyce says. "We put out the word about the Festival and,
within minutes, the phone started ringing. Some of the tree themes include teddy
bears, nature, soccer and goddesses. One designer is supplying a tree decorated
entirely with sea glass, another with candy canes. We have a tree that celebrates
Santa's reindeer and another that will be all about dogs."

In addition to viewing the trees, visitors will have the opportunity to win one or more
of them. All trees will be raffled off, with proceeds going to Mass Hort. "It's a simple
process," Joyce explains. "If you see a tree you like, put a raffle ticket in the box in
front of it. If you like the tree a lot, put a lot of raffle tickets in the box. Every tree is
going to go home with someone."

Many of the trees are also stocked with gift certificates and merchandise. A country club is creating a tree decorated
with golfing objects: golf balls, tees, score cards, etc. At the base of the tree is a set of golf clubs, which will go home
with the person who wins the tree.

"We think that could appeal to some of the men who might otherwise feel they've been brought to an event geared
toward children," Joyce says.

Other trees will contain multiple gift certificates. The Shops at Prudential Center is supplying a tree, for example. A
tree donated by the Massachusetts Master Gardeners will not only be festooned with gardening implements, it will
also bear gift certificates to several area garden centers.

The setting for all of this will be the
beautiful Carriage House on the Elm Bank
Reservation, which itself will also be
decorated for the season with wreaths
and swags. Arrangements are being made
for hayrides on weekends that will take

children around the property.

"I call it the anti-mall," Joyce says. "It's a wonderful location for an event like this, with thousands of lights in the
rafters and a soft glow around the room. It's an inviting venue, one that says, 'come, enjoy, linger'."
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Admission is just $7 for adults; there is no charge for children under 12. "We want this to be something you can
bring the kids to, and then come back with the in-laws," Joyce says. "We think it's going to be one of the best
experiences a family can have this holiday season."

For full details concerning hours and how the tree auction works, click here or visit
www.MassHortFestivalofTrees.org.

Mass Hort is still looking for volunteers for this event. If you have time to given please email
volunteers@MassHortFestivalofTrees.org or call Vivien Bouffard at 617-933-4934.
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Preview Party Offers an Intimate Opportunity to Enjoy the Festival of Trees

While the Festival of Trees opens to the public on Saturday, November 21, those with an interest in viewing the
three dozen trees in a more intimate - and convivial - atmosphere can choose to attend the event's preview party
on Friday, November 20.

The preview party will be limited to 175 guests. Wine, spirits and hors d'oeuvres will be served.

Tickets for the adults-only event, which will run from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and are tax-deductible, are priced at a very
reasonable $25. To reserve a spot, order your tickets online or call 617-933-4995.
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MassHort to Offer Free Flower Show Tickets for Members

MassHort's Board of Trustees wants you to go to the flower show next March as their guest. If you already a
member, you're set. If you're not a member - or if your membership lapses between now and March - then now is
the time to renew.

Individual members will receive one free ticket to the Boston Flower & Garden Show,
to be held March 24 to 28 at the Seaport World Trade Center in Boston. Family
memberships will receive two free tickets, with an option to purchase up to two
additional tickets for family members at the discounted price of $15, versus the $20
value of the ticket.

"We listened to our members," says Betsy Ridge Madsen, Chairman of MassHort's Board of Trustees. "Flower show
tickets have been part of our membership package going back to the 1940s. Even though MassHort isn't
independently producing a show this year, we feel that Blooms! is an essential part of the Boston Flower & Garden
Show and we want our members to go and enjoy."

The Boston Flower & Garden Show will incorporate MassHort's Blooms!
2010. While the Paragon Group, the sponsor of the Boston Flower &
Garden Show, will be responsible for landscape exhibits, vendors and
most speakers; MassHort's Blooms! will encompass pretty much
everything else. The purview of Blooms! includes amateur horticulture,
two major floral design competitions, Ikebana displays, and coordination
of more than twenty exhibiting plant societies. MassHort will also sponsor
a full day of talks built around 'Gardening Essentials'.

Much of Blooms! will be housed in the Conference Center of the Seaport World Trade Center,
which is contiguous to the landscape displays and vendor areas. A number of Blooms! elements,
though, will be interspersed among the landscape exhibits..

Renew your membership today and you will also receive a $25 Gift Certificate to White Flower Farm, just in time for
holiday shopping.
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Ellen Todd with a portion of her plant

collection in her North Shore home.

Amateur Horticulture Returns to the Flower Show in Grand Style

Got a good looking houseplant growing in a window somewhere in your home? How would you like something to go

with that plant?

Say, a blue ribbon?

Amateur horticulture, the missing ingredient from Mass Hort's Blooms! event in 2009, will return in full form next

March. And, if you're interested in entering, it's time to get started. Only plants owned by an exhibitor as of

December 13, 2009 are eligible.

"People have the idea that entering a plant in the show is only for

professionals," says Ellen Todd, co-chair of the Amateur Horticulture

competition at Blooms! 2010. "The opposite is true. All of the hundreds

of plants up for awards are grown in New England homes. It's a terrific

opportunity to see how your favorite plants measures up to the

competition."

Ellen ought to know. Her plants depend for winter light on an

east-facing sliding glass door in her North Shore home's dining room.

"They spend the summer on a sun porch but, come September,

everyone huddles in the dining room," she explains. Ellen will see how

various plants come through the winter before deciding which ones to

display in Blooms! in March.

What's eligible to be entered? Pretty much anything that qualifies as a houseplant, and there are dozens of categories

to choose from. Do you have a plant with fragrant foliage? There's a category for that. How about a pair of identical

plants? There's a category for that, too.

Did you grow a plant from a leaf cutting? That's a category and it's even divided into plants over a year old and

younger ones. There are categories for ferns, begonias, bromeliads and cactus. You can enter Bonsai and plants

trained on a frame or trained to depict an animal. They're all special categories and they'll all be judged.

If you grow orchids, there are nine separate categories, including one for exhibitors who have never won a blue

ribbon for their specimens.

But what happens if you have a house plant, and all you know about it is that it has nifty flowers every winter?

"Bring it in and we'll find the right category," Ellen smiles. "For example, most people aren't certain if their orchids are

Cymbidiums, Dendrobium or Phalaenopsis. We have a group of experts who can take one look at your orchid and

make certain it gets into the correct category. It's the same with any other plant. They're very good and very fast."

Given that Blooms! will take place at the end of March, what about people who have early blooming plants growing

outdoors?

"Cut a branch and bring it in," Ellen says. "We have categories for both plants that are naturally in bloom at that time

of year (like witch hazel or hellebores) as well as branches that have been forced into bloom."

There's a full list of entry classes for Amateur Horticulture. Don' forget...only plants owned by an exhibitor as of

December 13, 2009 are eligible.
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Amateur Horticulture requires a cadre of skilled volunteers to

organize an exceedingly complex event. At a recent steering

committee meeting were (standing) Linda Walsh, Lee

Patterson, Pat Bierne and Martha Clouse; and (seated) Carrie

Waterman, Ellen Todd, Art Scarpa, and Pauline Moroney.
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MassHort Membership is the Perfect Holiday Gift

Too often, the gifts we give one another end up in drawers. They go

unworn, un-assembled or just unused – and, too often, forgotten. The

gift of a membership in the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, on the

other hand, is a year-long invitation to discover, save and to

appreciate. It’s a gift that won’t soon be forgotten.

Next March, you’ll be sending them to the flower show for free.

Next month they can enjoy an Amaryllis or a pot of paperwhites for

indoor forcing from White Flower Farm. Through the winter they’ll

receive Organic Gardening and Garden Design magazines to let them

plan for spring. Next spring they can explore Elm Bank’s many gardens

and even its extensive library.

In addition to these tangible things, there’s an underlying gift that goes

beyond anything that can be tied with a bow: the knowledge that

they’re supporting horticultural education. They’re contributing to the

building of urban gardens in Cambridge and Plantmobile visits to

elementary schools. They’re helping children’s programs in Weezie’s

Garden and amateur horticulture at the flower show. And, they’re

helping to preserve and maintain Elm Bank, one of the great

educational ‘teaching gardens’.

MassHort's Special Gift Membership Offer

It’s a terrific gift. And, if the recipient has never been a Mass Hort

member before, it’s an even more attractively priced one. To introduce new people to the Society, we’ll take $15

from the price of an individual or a family membership. That makes the gift of an individual membership just $35; a

family membership just $70.

By using our online Gift Membership order form, you can personalize your gift by including a special message to

your recipient. If you would like more information, visit our Gift Membership section.
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November Horticultural Hints

by Betty Sanders

Principal Master Gardener

It's time to finish your bulb planting. If you forgot to order from a catalog,

check your local nurseries. Supplies probably aren't great but you can find

some real bargains. And remember, bulbs should be planted three times as

deep as the biggest dimension of the bulb-and that's from the top of the

bulb.

Finish cleaning up ornamental gardens. Be especially vigilant because the cool wet summer led to more

disease problems than usual. A thorough clean-up and disposal of infected plant material reduce the

chances that the same problem will be back to bedevil you next year.

And don't forget to clean the vegetable garden. Removing all plants, vines and fallen fruit before

adding any mulch or planting a cover crop on your garden is always good gardening. This year it is

more important than ever. Tomato blight spores cannot survive except in living tissue. If you grew

potatoes this year, even one tiny spud left in the ground can harbor the virus and it will attack both

potatoes and tomatoes next year! Clean out the potato patch this fall and remove all sprouts as they

appear next spring.

Continue to remove leaves. The best and easiest way to get them off your lawn, and make them work

for you, is to mow them into the lawn with a mulching mower. If you bag mown leaves, use them to

cover flower beds, to mulch around the base of trees and shrubs and finally to create leaf mold or

compost for future garden use.

Late this month plan to prune some of your evergreens. The cuttings can be used to make holiday

arrangements for the house, fill window boxes or outdoor containers. And don't be concerned if pine or

arborvitae are dropping some of their needles now. This is a normal part of their renewal. All

evergreens shed their leaves at some time, just not all at once like deciduous trees.

Houseplants are slowing down in our dry, dark houses. This week is your last fertilizer application until

the end of February. And be careful not to overwater the resting plants.

Of course special rules apply to the plants you are getting ready for Blooms! Amateur Horticultural

division. Check the schedule on this website and plan to enter your pride and joy-it may go home

decorated with a colorful ribbon!

Plant up bulbs for forcing. Paperwhites need no chilling period, make great Christmas gifts and brighten

everyone's home during the winter months.
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Other People’s Enjoyment

by Neal Sanders

Leaflet Contributor

We put away our three garden benches last week. They're handsome things: two have blacks,

cast iron ends with cedar slats painted a rich green. Those benches would not be out of place in

the Tuileries in Paris. The third is metal, cast in the form of a profusion of ferns. It's in a style

that reached its apex in the Beaux Arts period and, as furniture, it's a gem; a loveseat that's as

much an objet d'art as it is a seating area.

And that's the problem. As we carried the benches from various points around the property to their resting place

under the screened porch, away from the elements, I had the disappointing realization that I never sat on any of

them this year. Two are strategically positioned to provide viewpoints across lawns and gardens. The third offers an

elevated point from which to contemplate the pond behind our home. I never admired the vistas I helped create. I

never took the time.

I know I'm not alone in this predicament. Last year we were at a wonderful garden in Natick and I admired a rustic

retreat set in the woods. I asked the owner how often the little gazebo was used. The response was a rueful shake

of the head. "I never have time."

Often, it seems, such appurtenances are meant for the enjoyment of visitors. When my wife's garden club held its

August 'backyard get-together' at our home, the benches were both admired and well used throughout the morning

and into the afternoon. And, thinking back on it, whenever other visitors come to our garden - and especially for the

first time - they all take the opportunity to sit and take in the views.

It isn't just us. We had the pleasure to attend a party this summer at the home of a gregarious Cape Cod

landscaper, who has studded his beautiful property with seating areas large and small. When we had been his lunch

guests a few weeks earlier, he allowed that he mostly enjoyed sitting on his deck during the rare times he was not

working. That evening, though, his guests made use of every available space, sipping drinks and enjoying the

views.

This is an admitted small sample. But I suspect that we buy 'garden furniture'

with all of the best intentions of using it, then employ it more as what designers

call 'visual destination points' for the eye rather than as functional places to park

our behinds and relax.

Perhaps the reason is rooted in the possibility of enjoyment. If there were no

bench - or gazebo or whatever - we could never sit back and taking pleasure in

our gardens. The presence of the benches means that there will at least be an

opportunity… if it ever stops raining (or if the mosquitoes go away, the humidity

breaks, or any of a dozen reasons we give for staying indoors).

As we put away the benches yesterday, I made a vow that next year will be

different. I will make it a point, at least once a week, to go out and sit on those

benches. I may take a book or a newspaper, but I will also make certain that I

allow adequate time to enjoy the view. A lot of effort has gone into that garden. The least I can do it see it the way

visitors do.

Neal Sanders is a frequent contributor to the Leaflet. We encourage you to read his contributions to our In the

Gardens Blog where he focuses on interesting cultivars that can found in the Elm Bank gardens.
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