
Three Plant Sales Highlight May at Elm Bank

Looking to add something special to your garden this year? Are you searching for the unusual

plant or do you have questions about the ones you already have? If so, you’ll have three

opportunities this month to find the rare, the unusual and the well-pampered plant at Elm Bank.

This Saturday is the Herb Society sale. Then, on May 17, Elm Bank will host the Mass Hort

and Society Row Plant Sale. And, May 30 and 31, Mass Hort will host a sale of MHS-grown

annuals and perennials during the Open House Flower Show.

The plant sale seasons kicks off on Saturday, May 9th with the annual Herb Plant Sale for the

New England Unit of the Herb Society of America. The sale features over 200 varieties of perennial and annual

herbs, including culinary, fragrant and medicinal herbs and heirloom plants. The growers of the herbs will be on

hand to answer your questions about how best to grow and use the herbs they’re selling. The sale runs from 9 a.m.

to 1 p.m.

There are few better opportunities to acquire plants than doing so directly from the person who grew it. On Sunday,

May 17, Elm Bank hosts the Mass Hort and Society Row Plant Sale featuring thousands of perennials, plants and

shrubs from fifteen area plant societies and selected specialty growers.

David Fiske, Mass Hort's garden curator, prepares

plants for upcoming sales in our greenhouse.

In addition to opportunities to shop for quality plants, there will also be children's activities, garden tours, a plant

demo stage and the Master Gardener Help Desk. Mass Hort is especially pleased to be able to host a day when the

public really can "Ask the Experts" as you add to your collection of rare and unusual plants.

Also on May 17 is the American Rhododendron Society Sale and Truss Show. (For the record, the ‘truss’ in

question refers to the way rhododendron flowers are packed onto the end of a branch.) In addition to the

opportunity to choose from hundreds of varieties of rhododendron, you’ll be able to look at displays of cut rhodie

flowers at their peak of perfection.

There is a Mass Hort members’ preview hour at 9 a.m. The sale opens to the general public at 10 a.m. and runs

until 4 p.m. There is no admission charge but Mass Hort asks for a donation for parking.

Finally, on Saturday and Sunday, May 30 and 31, Mass Hort will hold its own sale of Elm-Bank-grown premium

annuals and perennials during the "Open House" Flower Show. The two-day sale features thousands of plants

nurtured by the Mass Hort staff and selected for their color, versatility and hardiness to New England.

As at the Society Row sale, this sale will also offer children’s activities, garden tours and a Master Gardener-staffed

help desk. The sale runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Why go to multiple plant sales? In addition to the obvious answers of selection and taste, there’s also the pleasure

of seeing Elm Bank’s gardens unfold across the course of spring’s prime blooming month. The progress of the

Italianate Garden and the Bressingham Stroll Garden are reason enough to visit multiple times. The floral trial
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gardens, little more than tiny plants amid a sea of soil at the beginning of the month, will progress to maturity by

the time of the Mass Hort sale.
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Kerry Mendez to speak at MHS

MassHort to Offer Talk on ‘Three Seasons of Color’ for the Home Gardener

Perennials aren’t just for summer. With the right selection of plants and an intelligent

design, they can be the color foundation of a garden from early spring through late

autumn. Moreover, they can be among the easiest of plants to maintain.

Kerry Ann Mendez, a noted garden designer and speaker, will share her tricks of the

trade for putting a ‘wow’ factor into your home garden month after month when she

speaks at Elm Bank on Wednesday, May 6. She’ll discuss smart plant selection, design tips and surefire maintenance

shortcuts. Her goal is to help gardeners achieve the best results with the least effort, leaving more time to enjoy

the garden instead of maintaining it.

Her talk, ‘Three Seasons of Color - Hit the Easy Button!’ is presented as part of MassHort’s 2009 'Wednesday

Evenings at Elm Bank' program series for the home gardener. Pre-registration is required either through online

registration or by calling 617-933-4900. The $15 registration fee includes garden talk, handouts, a five dollar coupon

to any Mahoney's Garden Center, door prizes, and more.

Attendees are encouraged to come early for the 7 p.m. presentation to enjoy Elm Bank’s many gardens.

Ms. Mendez is the owner of Perennially Yours, a Ballston Spa, NY, garden design and consulting business. She is a

frequent contributor to gardening magazines and her garden has been profiled in major magazines.
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Mass Hort and Society Row Plant Sale

On May 17th, 2009 we will hold the Mass Hort and Society Row Plant Sale featuring thousands

of perennials, fifteen local plant societies, children's activities, garden tours, plant demo stage and

the Master Gardener Help Desk. We are excited to have a day when the public really can "Ask the

Experts" as you can add to your collection of rare and unusual plants sold by the growers

themselves.

Also included is the American Rhododendron Society Sale & Truss Show in the Manor House!

Browse the historic beauty of the Chaney-Baltzell mansion, while enjoying the beautiful rhododendron show.

This is a free event!

Times:

Members Only: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (show MHS Membership Card)

General Public: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Parking:

$5.00 suggested donation

If you have any questions regarding the event please contact:

Art Scarpa: ascarpa@masshort.org or 781-944-5959
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Open House - A Floral Treat!

Imagine a gift for Mom that includes dozens of designs by top Massachusetts

floral designers, gardens created and lovingly preserved over decade, an

exhibition of Ikebana, the chance to get her gardening questions answered

and an opportunity to go shopping. Tickets to the “Open House” flower show,

to be presented by the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts in affiliation

with the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, are a chance to give Mom a day

she won’t soon forget.

Elm Bank, the home of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, will be at its spring glory peak at the end of May.

Why not give Mom (or yourself) a day there enjoying the flowers… indoors and out? That’s the idea behind ‘Open

House”, a standard flower show---floral, horticultural and educational displays; and tours of Elm Bank’s wonderful

gardens to be held on Saturday and Sunday, May 30 and 31.

“Open House” takes its inspiration from the Cheney-Baltzell Manor House on the grounds of Elm Bank. The mansion,

built in 1906, is a legacy of an era of genteel country living, surrounded by beautiful gardens. Flowers in their

natural setting are a delight to grow and to admire. Artfully arranged by skilled hands, cut flowers can give both

new beauty and imaginative expression to those same blooms. Visitors to Elm Bank will have the opportunity to see

the work of top designers at a standard flower show incorporating 36 distinctive arrangements ranging from

traditional to creative and designed to recall the gracious era of country estate living.

While the flower show will take center stage in the Hunnewell Building, there will be much more to see and do over

the show’s two-day run. A broad variety of horticulture from skilled amateur growers will be on display as well as

an exhibit of Ikebana by Ikebana International in the nearby Education Building. Educational exhibits will offer

useful information on a variety of subjects. And there will be vendors offering a range of garden related

merchandise.

For those who want to better appreciate the gardens, Massachusetts Master Gardeners will be on hand to offer

horticulturally informative tours of Weezie’s Garden –a specially designed children’s space and the Adrian Bloom

designed Bressingham Garden, as well as to answer your gardening questions at their HelpLine Booth. And, of

course, Elm Bank’s many other gardens – from the formal Italianate Garden to those specializing in rhododendron,

herbs and daylilies among others – will be open for your visiting pleasure.

“Open House” is jointly sponsored by the GCFM and the MHS. Tickets are $10 in advance and can be ordered online

or by calling 617-933-4995. Attendees may also send a check to Betty Sanders, 15 Wild Holly Lane, Medfield, MA

02052. Tickets purchased at the door will be $15.
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Meet Joe Kunkel - MHS Trustee

What’s a nice, unassuming agricultural-engineer-turned-industrial-engineer-turned-farmer doing

in a place like this?

Turning the place around, that’s what.

Joe Kunkel, in his wrinkled cotton twill shirt and unpressed khakis, would seem like an unlikely

choice to head a prestigious Brahmin society that’s getting ready to celebrate its 180th birthday,

but then Kunkel does have a few things in his favor.

First of all, horticulture is in his blood. His father owned Akin’ Back Farm in Halifax, Mass, and Joe manned the

roadside stand and picked vegetables from an early age. He earned a degree in Agriculture Engineering from the

University of Maine.

Through the 1960s and 1970s, he was an industrial engineer for the likes of Alcoa and Martin-Marietta. His career

path took him through engineering, sales and finance in what is, today, called the ‘basic materials’ industry. In the

early 1980s, he even started and ran his own shipping company, running barges filled with aggregates on the Ohio

River.

But the call of agriculture was never far off. In 1986 Joe resurrected the name of his father’s business and created

Akin’ Back Farm in Lagrange, Kentucky, between Louisville and Cincinnati. For fifteen years, he sold herbs and

perennials at a retail center complete with 18 display gardens.

Along the way, two things happened. First, he got involved in associations. Second, he met an Englishman with a

similar penchant for plants..

During a ten-year span starting in the mid-1990s, he rose though the ranks of the Perennial Plant Association, the

trade and education group that promotes perennials. He served as president of the association in 2005.

In 2000, he met Adrian Bloom, the charismatic head of Blooms of Bressingham. Already considered one of Great

Britain’s best-known plantsmen, Bloom was becoming known in the U.S. for his stint as host of the PBS series,

‘Victory Garden’ as well as being the author of numerous books on gardens and contributions to horticulture.

Working with Bloom, Joe helped build five demonstration gardens around the U.S., including spectacular ones in

Ohio, New York, Kentucky and California. Each garden had the common elements of promoting horticulture and

utilizing donated plants and volunteer labor.

The fifth Adrian Bloom project was the one that brought Joe back to his native Massachusetts. There was an

acre-size plot of unused land at Elm Bank. Mass Hort saw the potential for a ‘wow’ kind of garden as a counterpoint

to the adjoining, formal Italianate Garden.

The next thing anyone knew, Joe was at Mass Hort.

Completing the Bressingham Garden occupied Joe initially, but a larger project loomed: the nearly five-acre Garden

on the Greenway. In March 2008, Joe turned his full-time attention to turning a sea of mud and construction scrap

into a world-class urban oasis of greenery and color. Through the spring and into the summer, Joe marshaled a

small army of amateur and professional volunteers to shape the project. But, around him, Mass Hort was

convulsing. In July, Joe was let go as part of MHS’s retrenchment.

Still, Joe couldn’t stay away. When the garden was formally unveiled to Boston in October, Joe was there. The

reaction to the Garden on the Greenway was universal praise. In November, Joe was named an MHS Trustee.

Last month, with a reorganization plan to implement and funds scarce, the Trustees went looking for someone to

serve as the interim director of Mass Hort. They needed someone with a deep knowledge of horticulture and
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demonstrated leadership skills.

They needed someone with solid business judgment and extensive contacts in the industry. Oh, and they needed

someone who would be willing to work for free.

Naturally, they turned to Joe Kunkel.

And, naturally, Joe said, ‘yes’.
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You Ought to Be in Pictures

Darn, that place looks familiar…

If you happened to have taken in the film, ‘Ghosts of Girlfriends Past’ this past weekend (and it opened as #2 at the

box office behind ‘X-Men’), you may have found yourself thinking that the location looked awfully familiar.

Well, it was. While ‘Ghosts’ is ostensibly set in Newport, film

scouts found their mansion (actually, their mansions) in

Massachusetts. The interiors were filmed at the Cheney-

Baltzell Manor House on the Elm Bank grounds last March

and April and, for several weeks, Michael Douglas, Jennifer

Garner and Matt McConaughey were familiar sights around

the gardens. The winter exteriors were done at the Crane

Estate in Ipswich. The two mansions are of similar vintage

and were designed by the same architect.
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In the Garden - Rhododendron

Most visitors to Elm Bank understandably make a bee-line for the best known landmarks

– the formal Italianate Garden or the Bressingham Stroll Garden, for example. They may

overlook the smaller ‘specialty’ gardens that make Elm Bank both a teaching tool and a

place for enjoyment. In mid-May, however, it’s difficult to miss one of those gardens. The

Alan Payton Garden of the American Rhododendron Society fairly screams out for

attention with its candy-colored blossoms.

We all know rhododendron – it’s a staple of any shady New England property and, from

mid-May to mid-June, you can spot these large shrubs with their huge pink or white trusses of flowers. What the

Alan Payton Garden teaches us is that, if all we think about when we think of rhododendron is ‘requires shade’, we

really don’t know the species very well.

The garden, roughly half an acre in size, features 88 different cultivars of

rhododendron and azalea, all in a sunny exposed area. The siting is

deliberate: the Rhododendron Society wanted to showcase less familiar

specimens that thrive in the sun and wind. These rhodies (azaleas are

part of the rhododendron family) are mostly smaller in size and have

smaller leaves. They also bloom earlier and exceptionally heavily.

The garden is now in its eighth season and, while hardly mature,

certainly fills out its space in spectacular fashion. Most of the specimens

in the garden are compact – few are more than four feet in diameter and

quite a number are half that size.

Singling out a few specimens for praise is difficult when every shrub in

the garden is in its full glory. A pair of Framingham azaleas flanking a

Milestone rhododendron at the northwest corner of the garden were

spectacular, and a group of Weston’s Mayflower and larger Waltham

rhodie, all underneath a Fothergilla major in full spring bloom, made a

terrific visual statement.

The garden is laid out in four attractive beds with complementary trees and accent plants that provide contrast

points to the rhodies underneath and alongside them. There’s an excellent map that includes detailed planting and

care instructions for the plants you’ll likely buy after you’ve seen this garden.
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May Horticultural Hints

by Betty Sanders

Principal Master Gardener

After spring bulbs pass their bloom, allow foliage to yellow and ‘ripen’ before

being removed.  It’s important because the foliage is responsible for passing

nutrients down into the bulb to allow it to produce a new flower next year. 

Hide the foliage by growing perennials and annuals around it.  When the

foliage is dead – likely by July – you can safely cut it at ground level, secure

in the knowledge that there will be a new display of you favorite spring bulbs in 2010.

Fall blooming perennials like asters and chrysanthemums are best divided in May. 

They are starting to show their foliage now, so identifying, digging and dividing

them is easier and you are giving them plenty of time to settle in and bloom

before. 

May is the month to fertilize your perennials.  They’re entering their growth cycle for their late spring

and summer displays, and the fertilizer ‘boost’ will ensure a long and colorful display as you add the

nutrients to bolster both root and flower production.  But remember: when applying fertilizer, less is

best.

As the soil warms, mulch your beds.  April was the time to take care of trees and shrubs; May is ideal

for perennials and tender plants.  Remember to never allow the mulch to touch the stem of the plant. 

Two inches of new mulch is about right – all you’re trying to do is replace the mulch from last year that

has decomposed into the soil layer below.  Ideally, you’ll have a total of two to four inches of mulch

when you’re finished.  Less, and weeds may grow through it.  More, and you’re limiting the access of

necessary water and oxygen to the soil below.

If you grow peonies, now is the time to place peony rings before the plants become too big and hard to

work with.  It’s a lot easier to guide the stems of this top heavy perennial into a ring than to stake

individual stalks.  Peony rings are useful throughout the summer corralling other exuberant perennials.

Do you want shorter plants with lots of flowers instead of leggy giants?  You need to pinch back plants

like asters and chrysanthemums four times during the spring and summer.  Here’s an easy mnemonic: 

pinch them back Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day and the Fourth of July.  With Mother’s Day

this Sunday, it’s time to make your first pinch.

While there has already been a ninety-degree day in the Boston area this year and several days with

temperatures above eighty, keep in mind that our average last frost date is May 30.  We’re all tempted

to put out those tender annuals early in the month, but a few cold nights can stunt those plants for the

season, and a night with temperatures in the low thirties can kill them.  So, if you have already put out

annuals, watch the thermometer and cover any tender plants (both flowers and vegetables) until the

danger or frost is past.

Finally, it’s not too late to start a vegetable garden.  Cold weather crops – lettuce, peas and onions, for

example – can already be planted.  But many crops; like tomatoes, beans and squash; want soil

temperatures of sixty degrees or better and you won’t see those in Eastern Massachusetts until much

later in the month.  So, lay out your garden now, but delay purchasing pots of tomato, pepper, melon

and other hot weather crops until it is closer to the time to set them out.  Your garden will be more

bountiful for starting at the right time.
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