
'David’s Army' Seeks Summer Volunteers

Have some time on your hands this summer? Would you like to work outdoors, get an education, and do something
demonstrably good for the environment? Mass Hort is seeking summer volunteers who can regularly give at least
one day a week this summer to work with David Fiske, Gardens Curator.

David Fiske points the way to a successful
planting at Elm Bank. Join David's volunteer army

today!

David is one of Mass Hort’s more affable employees. He oversees the care of the greenhouses and the gardens.
During June, July and August, he needs all the help he can get. If you or someone in your family has one day a week
to pitch in for a very worthy cause, David can make it worth your while.

In return for physical labor – weeding, mulching, watering and planting – David provides a real-time education into
horticulture drawn from his lifetime of experience in the industry. He’ll show you how professionals grow and care for
plants. You’ll learn the shortcuts to good gardening practices – as well as the places where there are no shortcuts.
You’ll learn some Latin and you’ll be accomplished with a trowel. You’ll come away a much better gardener, and with
a real sense of accomplishment.

The catch is that David needs people who can guarantee they’ll be there at least one day a week, preferably the same
day. Volunteers can be any age and be capable of working both independently and under supervision.

If you or someone in your family is interested, you can reach David at 617-933-4925.

Read about more volunteer opportunities or fill out our volunteer survey!
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June is Bustin' Out All Over

No one really needs a special reason to visit Elm Bank this month. The
gardens are in their prime and the weather is the best of the year. But, if
you need some extra incentive to see the grounds, two events take
center stage this month. The first is just for kids, the second is for the kid
in all of us.

This Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. is Summer Fest, and Mass Hort
members are invited to bring their families and friends to celebrate the
start of summer. The event, spread across the Elm Bank grounds,
includes rides, games, inflatables and plenty of food for the whole family.
Sponsored by Linx, the enrichment club for kids, the day includes
showcasing talented local youth in a dance recital, musical theater
performance (Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory), a science fair,
magic show, art gallery and Olympic challenges. A percentage of
proceeds go to help support Mass Hort. You can see the full schedule of
activities at www.summerfestma.com.

Elm Bank Antique Auto Show Scheduled for June 28th.

Do you love old cars? Does the sight of a classic Corvette or a
car with tail fins make you smile? Then be prepared to do a lot
of smiling on Sunday, June 28 because that’s the date of the
sixth annual Elm Bank Antique Auto Show.

Scheduled to run from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., the show features
hundreds of classic cars, from hot rods and pace cars to
lovingly restored autos from the fifties and sixties, when cars
were more than just something to get you from point A to point
B. There are competitions for ‘best of show’ in multiple
categories.

The day will be filled with more than just cars. There will be
live music (oldies, naturally), food and drink, and a swap meet area where you can browse for memorabilia. In an
era when all cars seem to look more and more alike, it’s an opportunity to renew your love affair with the
automobile – or to introduce a new generation to the thrill of a GTO. Admission is $5, children under 12 are free and
includes all events.

If you have a car you’d like to display at the Elm Bank Antique Auto Show, contact Charlie Harris at 781-726-2830
or use the registration form.
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'Wednesday Evenings at Elm Bank' Concludes with Two Talks

If you weren’t able to make the terrific collection of horticultural talks held at Elm Bank in April and May, you have

two more opportunities to enjoy presentations by knowledgeable speakers on interesting topics.

On Wednesday, June 10, artist and floral designer Kathy Thomas will show how artwork

can be interpreted with flowers just as it can be expressed with words. Ms. Thomas, an

accomplished landscape painter and a top floral designer, will use her own works and

Elm Bank’s flowers to create a series of arrangements that reflect the mood and

composition of her artwork. She’ll show you how she approaches the art and the tools

she employs to capture the essence of a painting with flowers. The session is an

excellent accompaniment to anyone who has ever been to the Museum of Fine Arts’ ‘Art

in Bloom’ program.

The final Wednesday evening program will be on June 24 when landscape designer

Suzanne Mahler offers to show you how to ‘Build a Backyard Butterfly Haven’. By

adding a progression and variety of easy-to-grow, nectar-rich flowers to your home

garden, you can ensure a season-long treat in the form of visiting butterflies. Ms.

Mahler is an expert in the subject and she'll show you how mass plantings of colorful

flowers, particularly those tinted pink and lavender, are irresistible to butterflies passing

overhead. Butterflies are fragile creatures, and she will talk about how to ensure your

garden is a haven for them.

Both programs run from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and attendees are invited to stroll the Elm Bank gardens before and after

the talks. Admission is $5 for Mass Hort members, $10 for non-members.

You may pre-register for either class here.
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'Open House' Draws a Full House

Maybe it was the weather – two beautiful days with temperatures in the 70s. Maybe it was the ambience – cheerful

people enjoying beautiful gardens and stunning floral designs. Or, maybe it was all those plants for sale at

rock-bottom prices.

Whatever the reason, ‘Open House’, the joint two-day event sponsored by

MassHort and the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts, was an unqualified

success.

More than two thousand people took advantage of the weather to browse

vendors, get Master-Gardener-led guided tours of the gardens, get advice on

their own plants from experts and shop for thousands of unusual annuals and

perennials at prices as low as tow dollars a pot.

More than 500 of those people, many in fetching hats, went inside the Hunnewell Building to see GCFM’s Elm-Bank-

inspired standard flower show, or enjoy Ikebana International’s display of oriental flower arranging and horticultural

exhibits in the Putnam Education Building.

There was something for everyone. An opportunity to discover new gardens (“I just discovered there’s an herb

garden back there!” exclaimed one man who says he has been to Elm Bank dozens of times but somehow missed

the delightful one created some years ago by the Herb Society of America). An opportunity to get sage counsel on

growing plants from a bevy of Master Gardeners. An opportunity to taste exquisite ice cream on a day that

demanded such a treat.

 

If there was a star, however, it was the ‘Open House’ flower show. Nine classes of design ranging from horizontal

mass designs staged on a mantel to traditional mass designs on pedestals. GCFM attracted some of the top

designers in the region and the spacious Hunnewell Building was frequently difficult to move in because of people

who went in, expecting to stay a few minutes, and lingered to admire. Men, frequently dragged to flower shows,

marveled at designs that seemed suspended in mid-air.
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And, if there was a prime beneficiary, it was MassHort. New members were enrolled as visitors saw just how many

benefits were available. Thousands of plants and shrubs found new homes with Mass Hort reaping the sale

proceeds.

In all, as several visitors noted, “It couldn’t have been a more perfect day.”
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June Horticultural Hints

by Betty Sanders
Principal Master Gardener

Our (average) last frost date has now passed so it’s time to put out your
tender annuals and vegetables. Whether you are planting geraniums and
impatiens or elephant ears and tuberous begonias, annuals can now be
safely put in the ground or in containers. Remember that ‘dead heading’ –
removing spent flowers – is what keeps annuals blooming. As you plant, also

think about mulches: pine needles, shredded bark, and leaf mold are all attractive and beneficial
mulches that reduce weeds and preserve water—but only 2 to 4 inches please.

In the vegetable garden it’s time to put out your tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, melon,
summer and winter squash, and corn. Use cutworm collars on tomatoes, eggplant and
peppers. These can be made from frozen orange juice concentrate containers or even
cardboard paper towel rolls. This little bit of extra care can prevent damage to
susceptible plants.

As the days get longer and hotter, make certain your garden goes not dry out. Our recent rainy spell
has been good for soil moisture, but it’s that top twelve inches that are of most importance to the
gardener. Vegetables under stress will not provide the produce you are growing them for, and hot sun
and drying winds can quickly parch the soil your plants depend upon. And keep up your weeding.
Weeds are your plants enemies, stealing water, nutrients and sunlight. Straw or weighted newspapers
placed between rows effectively block most weeds. Early crops like rhubarb and asparagus need to be
side-dressed after the harvest is finished. Use 10-10-10 or composted manure. They are heavy feeders
and need to replenish their reserves.

Cover blueberries and raspberries with netting to prevent the birds from getting your crop. Birds keep
just as close an eye on your crop as you do, and they’re willing to take the berries a day early!

When your rhododendrons (and remember azaleas are rhododendrons) are finished blooming, remove
the dead flower heads. It’s also the time to prune any spring bloomers before they set next years
flowers.

When your bearded iris finish blooming, they can be safely divided. Dig up the entire clump of tubers
and divide it into two-armed ‘fans’. These will provide a good display next year. Because you have
reduced the roots, also cut the foliage back by half. And be certain to discard any tubers that show
signs of iris borer infestation.
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Though she graduated in 2008,

Lisa Feldman has already

earned her Certified Master

Gardener badge

Joy Melendez, Master Gardener

working in Weezie's Garden

at Elm Bank.

Me, a Master Gardener? Yes, You!

For Lisa Feldman, the catalyst was retiring after 24 years as an Optometrist, with
an opportunity to shift gears and follow her life-long love of gardening. For Joy
Melendez, it was reading an article in a gardening magazine and realizing that it
was time to organize all the horticultural knowledge she had accumulated

Feldman and Melendez were both avid gardeners. For years, both had attended
workshops, seminars, read magazines and watched gardening shows, but wondered
if they were getting cohesive, or even adequate, information. Both found what they
needed through the Master Gardener program. Both graduated from the program in
2008.

Master Gardeners aren’t gardening know-it-alls, nor are they self-anointed. What
they are, are people who have enrolled in a rigorous, 14-week program that leads
to certification and, from there, to a new set of opportunities to practice the skills
they’ve learned. In the Greater Boston area, the umbrella organization for all this is the Massachusetts Master
Gardener Association.

Master Gardeners come from all walks of life. Some are doctors or pharmacists, others are teachers or carpenters.
What they all share is a passion for gardening and a willingness to learn new things, whatever their age.

Enrolling in a Master Gardener class is the first step. For 14 consecutive Thursdays, prospective Master Gardeners
sit in classes and workshops led by experts in their fields. A university agronomist may lecture on soils one
Thursday morning and an arborist may lead a session of pruning in the afternoon. There’s plenty of homework:
each week’s session is preceded by required reading designed to ensure that students get the most out of what
they’ll hear in class.

At the end of those 14 weeks (and after passing a lengthy, take-home final exam), graduates become Master
Gardener interns.

Within their first two years following graduation, interns are required to do 60 hours
of structured, supervised work in areas such as manning the Master Gardener Help
Line or working in designated gardens. Upon completion of this work, graduation,
interns become Certified Master Gardeners.

But that’s only the beginning of a whole new set of experiences and opportunities.
You’ll find Master Gardeners at community fairs, answering questions about home
gardening. You’ll find them teaching children the fundamentals of growing food and
flowers. Some go out on the lecture circuit as part of the Master Gardener
Speakers’ Bureau.

You’ll find them creating and maintaining public gardens. Massachusetts Master
Gardeners maintain an affiliation with Mass Hort, and so you’ll see them working in

a number of the gardens at Elm Bank.

After 300 hours of such work, Master Gardeners become Principal Master Gardeners. If you see someone with a
gold badge, it means they’re a Life Master Gardener and they’ve accumulated at least 1000 hours of service.

The learning never stops. More than anything else, enrolling in a Master Gardener course opens students to a world
of educational tools. What’s eating that houseplant? Why did those azaleas stop blooming? A Master Gardener may
know the answer off the top of his or her head. But, if they don’t, they likely know where and how to find the
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answer. And, with the answer will come suggestions for how to clear up the problem and avoid it in the future.

There are Master-Gardener-organized field trips to gardens. There are all-day symposia. There are brown-bag
lunch-and-learn sessions. There are ample opportunities to socialize. Becoming a Master Gardener makes you part
of a nationwide fraternity of like-minded people who share a common passion. And that’s a pretty terrific thing.

Lisa Feldman, who progressed from intern to Certified Master Gardener in six months, expresses it best. “The
appeal of the Master Gardener course is its cohesive, focused approach,” she says. “It integrated aspects of
horticulture I already knew, and put them into an organized framework. For me, it’s like a trellis. It lets me stretch
beyond what I could ever do on my own.”

If you’re interested in becoming a Master Gardener, there is a class forming for this fall. Classes will

be held at Elm Bank and will be held on Thursdays beginning September 10 and concluding

December 10. You can download an application for the class at the Massachusetts Master Gardener

website. Please call 508-359-9329 for more information.
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Stewards of the Land

by Neal Sanders

Leaflet Contributor

The town of Medfield had several incarnations before it was a suburb of Boston. It was, however

briefly, the straw hat capital of the world. It was an artists’ colony. It played a small but pivotal

role in the King Philip War. Mostly, though, it was a farming community. The land upon which

our home was built 14 years ago previously grazed sheep and was a working farm.

Around 1880, Boston’s growing affluence coupled with an excellent rail network created a new market opportunity

for Medfield: ice. Farmers diverted streams to flood fields to a depth of six feet or less, then harvested ice in the

winter, storing the ice in sawdust for use throughout the year. It was a good, niche business until the advent of

year-round ice-making equipment in the second decade of the new century.

Danielson Pond, behind our home, began its existence as an ice pond. Sometime after 1880, a colony of snapping

turtles (Cheldyra serpentina) made it their home. For a hundred years, the snappers lived in the pond, doing what

turtles do. Each spring – in the last week of May – the pregnant females lumbered up the slope to high ground,

climbed the farmers’ rock walls, and found a suitable place to lay a clutch of eggs. A few hours or a few days later,

the turtles returned to their pond.

The building of our home and the creation of the gardens around it has been a transient event in the lives of these

turtles – some of which are many decades old and have shells approaching two feet wide. Just as they learned to

breach the farmers’ walls, so they have accommodated themselves to our home and garden.

Saturday morning, a turtle made her appearance on our front lawn. She was mid-sized – her shell was perhaps a

foot wide indicating she was 15-20 years old – so she had made this trip many times before. She was investigating

the perennial border along the sidewalk when we first encountered her. Directly in front of her was a mound of

common Lady’s Mantle (Alchemilla mollis). To its right, an infestation of Japanese anemone we have been

attempting, with limited success, to dislodge for years. To the turtle’s left, a carefully nurtured clump of Eupatorium

chocolate that will be in its glory in late September.

We made the decision when we first encountered these snappers that we would do nothing to interfere with their

egg-laying ritual. They will lay their eggs where nature dictates and, if it’s in the middle of the Eupatorium, so be it.

There may two to three dozen one-inch-diameter eggs in a clutch laid in a shallow hole. Most will be immediately

dug up by foxes or other foragers. Those which are not eaten will hatch in eighty days and must make a perilous

trek past waiting predators which consider soft-shelled newborn turtles a delicacy. The literature suggests perhaps

one turtle egg in a hundred makes it to become an adult.

Snappers may dig three or four holes before finding a satisfactory depository. The ‘dry holes’ remain excavated but

uncovered, the final nest will be filled. We’ve identified as many as five nests on our property each year. It is our

practice to mark the sites so as not to accidentally walk on or dig in the area. This year, we’re also top-dressing the

nests with Milorganite – a fertilizer made from sewage that animals reportedly find repugnant. If we can improve

the hatching percentage by a few points, so much the better.

We are stewards of our little chunk of land. While the pond may be the work of man, the turtles pre-date our

occupancy by more than a century and it is our responsibility to accommodate ourselves to their nesting habits, not

the other way around. One of our first acts as homeowners was to build a series of stone ‘ramps’ over the old

farmers’ walls, the better to facilitate their migration. If our stewardship entails rehabilitating a few perennials or

rock garden plants along the way, that’s a small price to pay.
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