
Festival of Trees Open Until December 4

There’s still time to enjoy the Festival of Trees.

This inaugural event for MassHort has been a spectacular success, drawing large, enthusiastic

crowds.  They’ve gawked at the Red Sox tree and ogled the Christmas at an Italian Villa tree. 

They’ve tallied up the gift certificates on the Giving Tree and chuckled at the Grinch tree.

There are thirty trees to enjoy, each one decorated to a different theme.  A few are just a foot high, the largest is

ten feet.  One is covered in chocolate, another carries the delightful scent of lavender.  There’s a Teddy Bear tree

that has a companion, three-foot-high bear made of wicker and lights.

Trustee Gretel Anspach has been at the event nearly every day and has

formed certain conclusions.  “The kids gravitate to the Red Sox tree,

definitely,” she says.  “The box underneath that tree probably has more

raffle tickets in it than any other.”  But she adds, “The other one that

resonates with children is the Recycle tree.  It has chains of paper cutouts

and garden pots painted gold.  It’s an old-fashioned tree that gets to

children on a very basic level.”

Adults, she notes, like the artfully decorated trees, such as the Old

Fashioned tree donated by the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts. 

“But they also get a kick out of the imaginative entries like the Tropical

Christmas tree” – a palm tree decked out with Christmas ornaments and

beach pails donated by Linx Kid’s Enrichment Centers.

Every tree is going to go home with someone.  A raffle – eight dollars for a sheet of 26 tickets – allows

Festival-goers to decide which tree or trees they’d like to take home.  “Some people stuff the ballot box,” Gretel

says.  “Every ticket goes into the Windy-Lo Nursery ‘Santa’ tree because they love that top hat.  Young mothers

pushing strollers put a couple of tickets into the ‘Baby’s First Christmas’ tree, then come back and put in more

tickets later on.  It’s all very personal.”

The drawing for trees will be held Friday evening at 7 p.m.  Winners will be notified by phone and asked to pick up

their tree that evening or Saturday before noon.

Is there going to be a Festival of Trees next year?

Gretel pulls out a five-inch by five-inch notebook and grins.  “This thing is filling up with suggestions on how to make

the next one even better,” she says.

The Festival is open nightly from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on

Friday.

For more information visit www.MassHortFestivalofTrees.org.
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MassHort to Offer Free Flower Show Tickets for Members

MassHort's Board of Trustees wants you to go to the flower show next March as their guest. If you already a

member, you're set. If you're not a member - or if your membership lapses between now and March - then now is

the time to renew.

Individual members will receive one free ticket to the Boston Flower & Garden Show,

to be held March 24 to 28 at the Seaport World Trade Center in Boston. Family

memberships will receive two free tickets, with an option to purchase up to two

additional tickets for family members at the discounted price of $15, versus the $20

value of the ticket.

"We listened to our members," says Betsy Ridge Madsen, Chairman of MassHort's Board of Trustees. "Flower show

tickets have been part of our membership package going back to the 1940s. Even though MassHort isn't

independently producing a show this year, we feel that Blooms! is an essential part of the Boston Flower & Garden

Show and we want our members to go and enjoy."

The Boston Flower & Garden Show will incorporate MassHort's Blooms!

2010. While the Paragon Group, the sponsor of the Boston Flower &

Garden Show, will be responsible for landscape exhibits, vendors and

most speakers; MassHort's Blooms! will encompass pretty much

everything else. The purview of Blooms! includes amateur horticulture,

two major floral design competitions, Ikebana displays, and coordination

of more than twenty exhibiting plant societies. MassHort will also sponsor

a full day of talks built around 'Gardening Essentials'.

Much of Blooms! will be housed in the Conference Center of the Seaport World Trade Center,

which is contiguous to the landscape displays and vendor areas. A number of Blooms! elements,

though, will be interspersed among the landscape exhibits..

Renew your membership today and you will also receive a $25 Gift Certificate to White Flower Farm, just in time for

holiday shopping.
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Division II Seeks Designers for Next March's Flower Show

If you were at Blooms! last March, one of the indelible memories of that event is likely the spectacular floral

interpretation of a dragon created by renowned designer Arabella Dane.  Her colorful, imposing dragon seemed to

leap out at passersby, hardly the stereotype of a ‘flower arrangement’.  It drew large crowds, many of them drawn

by word of mouth from offices above the exhibit space.  “You gotta go down and see this thing,” people told one

another.

Ms. Dane’s creation was part of Blooms!, of course, but was mounted

within a segment of Blooms! known as ‘Division II’, or MassHort’s ‘Open

Class’.  She was responding to a challenge to ‘interpret the gates of

Chinatown’.  And interpret them, she did.

For the past quarter century, MassHort has divided its floral design

competition into two pieces.  Division I adheres to the rules of National

Garden Clubs, Inc., (NGC) and it produces memorable designs.  But near

the top of Division I’s rules is a requirement that an exhibitor must be a

member in good standing of an NGC-affiliated club.

“MassHort created Division II to encourage amateurs who weren’t

members of NGC clubs to participate,” says Joyce Bakshi, chair of

Division II for the 2010 edition of Blooms!, which will be held in

conjunction with the Boston Flower & Garden Show in March.  “The

Society wanted to find a way to be more inclusive.”

Joining a garden club wouldn’t seem to be a huge hurdle to a would-be designer, but not all designers are gardeners

or have the time to join a club, and not all garden clubs are affiliates of NGC.  Also, some very good designers –

including many professionals – have careers that preclude joining a club that meets on, say, Thursday mornings.

“Your next-door neighbor may be a very talented amateur,” Joyce says.  “This is their opportunity to get a foothold

in the very exciting world of floral design.”

Both divisions follow the same general rules.  The chairman or an appointee writes a ‘schedule’ which becomes the

law of the show.  The schedule contains a number of ‘classes’, with a minimum of four entries per class.  Division I’s

Class 101, for example, is, “‘Romantic Abandon’, a design in the manner of the Victorian Period staged on a

pedestal 36 inches high and 14 inches in diameter”.  To a floral designer, ‘Victorian Period’ is all the description

needed to understand what kind of arrangement is acceptable… it’s all in that NGC rulebook.

Division II follows the guidelines of Garden Clubs of America, or GCA.  A casual look at floral designs following NGC

and GCA rules might not reveal much difference though, to a judge, the variations might be apparent.  The biggest

difference is the club joining requirement. The schedule for Division II on the MassHort website (you can find it

here) calls it an ‘Open Class’, which means anyone can enter, including that talented neighbor of yours.

Division II allows designers to express their creativity in ways not allowed under NGC rules.  One isn’t better than

the other, just different.  Many designers enter both divisions on different years. 

“It often comes down to which class description excites your imagination,” Joyce says. 

This year there is plenty to excite a designer’s imagination.  Division II’s theme is ‘Sense and Sensibility’ and calls

for entries that interpret those senses.  One class calls for designs using plant material grown specifically for scent. 

Another calls for a design incorporating multiple textures within a single plant family (it will include a panel allowing

show-goers to feel those textures).
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Both Division I and Division II have seven classes and two entry days for a total of 112 designs.  Division I’s 56

spots were quickly filled.  “As soon as their schedule was published they were flooded with applications,” Joyce

says.  Division II has about 35 openings remaining, though Joyce is not worried about filling them.  

If you’ve entered and won blue ribbons at smaller shows, maybe this is your opportunity to step up and show what

you can do to a much larger audience.
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New Seating for Weezie's Garden

One of the favorite spots for kids in Weezie’s Garden – the giant chair – is being replaced, courtesy of longtime

MassHort friend Elaine Fiske.  The chair, fabricated by Mendon Woodcraft of Mendon, MA, still needs to be painted,

but will be installed before the end of the year. The existing chair is being refurbished and will find a new home

elsewhere on the Elm Bank grounds.

 

 

 

Close Window

Massachusetts Horticultural Society - New Seating for Weezie's Garden http://www.masshort.org/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&i...

1 of 1 06/01/2010 11:56 AM



There's Time to Send That Special Gift: Mass Hort Membership

Too often, the gifts we give one another end up in drawers. They go
unworn, un-assembled or just unused – and, too often, forgotten. The
gift of a membership in the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, on the
other hand, is a year-long invitation to discover, save and to
appreciate. It’s a gift that won’t soon be forgotten.

Next March, you’ll be sending them to the flower show for free.
Next month they can enjoy an Amaryllis or a pot of paperwhites for
indoor forcing from White Flower Farm. Through the winter they’ll
receive Organic Gardening and Garden Design magazines to let them
plan for spring. Next spring they can explore Elm Bank’s many gardens
and even its extensive library.

In addition to these tangible things, there’s an underlying gift that goes
beyond anything that can be tied with a bow: the knowledge that
they’re supporting horticultural education. They’re contributing to the
building of urban gardens in Cambridge and Plantmobile visits to
elementary schools. They’re helping children’s programs in Weezie’s
Garden and amateur horticulture at the flower show. And, they’re
helping to preserve and maintain Elm Bank, one of the great
educational ‘teaching gardens’.

MassHort's Special Gift Membership Offer
It’s a terrific gift. And, if the recipient has never been a Mass Hort
member before, it’s an even more attractively priced one. To introduce new people to the Society, we’ll take $15
from the price of an individual or a family membership. That makes the gift of an individual membership just $35; a
family membership just $70.

By using our online Gift Membership order form, you can personalize your gift by including a special message to
your recipient. If you would like more information, visit our Gift Membership section.
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Coping with Winter Moths

by Betty Sanders

Principal Master Gardener

For the past few weeks, a quick look out your windows or a drive down the street in

the early evening might have left you with the first impression that it was snowing. 

But the fluttering wings passing your windows are almost certainly winter moths

(Operophtera brumata), one of the newest invaders to decimate our trees and

gardens. 

An unwelcome immigrant from Europe, male and female winter moths emerge over a

period of several weeks beginning in late November and continuing through

December. During this time period, the moths mate and the females lay eggs on the

trunks and branches of their host plants. The eggs are visible as tiny ovals.  Initially,

they’re green and loosely scattered along the bark, in bark furrows and on larger

branches. After a short time period, the eggs turn a pinkish-orange color and thus

become more visible. Within days prior to hatching in the early spring, winter moth eggs will turn very dark in

color.

Because many winter moth eggs are exposed on the bark,

horticultural oil spray can potentially be used to control the moths

on small trees and shrubs. Typically, dormant oil sprays are

applied in the very late winter or very early spring depending on

temperatures. When applying oil sprays, it is necessary to have

temperatures above 45° F and to avoid applying oil when

temperatures may dip below freezing for 24-48 hours after

application. Below this threshold, there’s a considerable potential

for injuring the plant.

Oils work by suffocation and can be effective on the eggs, but the

oil must completely cover the eggs at the time of application. Eggs that are protectively hidden within crevices and

under lichens will not be covered by the spray and so will live to hatch. Given the phenomenal numbers of winter

moth eggs in Massachusetts this year, oil sprays will most likely only achieve limited results; eggs are virtually

everywhere on trees and shrubs and new caterpillars will quickly migrate from untreated areas to the oil-treated

plants.

In general, winter moth caterpillars commonly feed on maples, oaks, apple,

crabapples, ash, fringetrees and blueberry bushes.  This pest has been known

to drop from trees and feed on perennials such as roses and hosta. It is not

been commonly seen feeding on magnolia and kousa dogwood.  

The best estimates are that, in Massachusetts, winter moth eggs hatch

between 20-50 Growing Degree Days, a period that can occur anytime from

late March (during atypically warm springs) into the second or third week in

April (cool springs). The tiny (less than 1 mm) caterpillars then spin a small silk

strand and become air-buoyant and are carried upwards on air currents into

the tree canopy where they then try to “weasel” between the bud scales, bracts, etc. to get into the buds.

They do not chew their way into buds via an entrance hole. If buds are not yet swollen enough for them to gain

access, these small larvae will then spin down from the tree on a silken thread and be carried away by the wind,

which is a dispersal process known as ballooning.
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This is the stage where the highest levels of injury to the plant can occur. The longer that the buds stay swollen but

unopened, the greater potential for feeding injury. Winter moths will enter both leaf and flower buds.

Once the buds open, the larvae are known as “free-feeders” given that they are now on the foliage and free to move

readily from one area to another. Winter moth will be in this stage until late May or early June whereupon they drop

to the soil and almost immediately spin a cocoon and pupate. While still on the host plant, however, they are exposed

and very treatable with a variety of products.  Here are two:

1. Bacillus thuringiensis (kurstaki), also commonly known as B.t.k. This product is a bacterium that is specific to

lepidopteran larvae (butterfly and moth). It must be ingested to be effective. Through a somewhat complicated

biological process, this product will eventually form toxins that become lethal to the caterpillar. A few notes about its

use:

B.t.k. works best on the younger instar stages of caterpillars; older ones are much less affected.

This product fits well into any IPM program in that it doesn’t pollute the environment, harm the applicator nor

does it affect beneficial organisms such as predators and parasitoids, when used as directed.

If applied while the buds are still expanding, any new foliage that emerges days after application of this product

will not be protected.

Caterpillars that ingest B.t.k. will stop feeding almost immediately.  However, they may not die for one to three

days. It is often disconcerting to still see live caterpillars days after treatment but even though moving, they are

not feeding.

Although some may be concerned about B.t.k’s effect on native lepidopteran species, it usually poses a limited

negative effect given the relatively small areas being treated (e.g. individual trees and not entire forests).

2. Spinosad Products: The first version of this product in the U.S. was only available to commercial licensed pesticide

applicators and was trademarked as Conserve SC™ (Dow AgroScience).  Since 2004, homeowner spinosad products

have become available and two common ones are known as Monterey Garden Insect Spray™ and Bull’s-Eye

Bioinsecticide™. These products are derived from a bacterium that is subjected to a specific fermentation process to

derive the active ingredient(s) for the insecticide commonly known as spinosad. It works on the insect nervous

system in a novel manner and can be effective as a contact spray as well as by ingestion.  A few notes on its use:

Spinosad products work well on caterpillars of all ages.

Although fairly safe by not harming parasites and predators, the label does warn that it can be highly toxic to

bees at the actual time of application. Once the spray has dried, however, the toxicity to foraging bees is much

reduced.

There are other products that are available only to commercial licensed pesticide sprayers.   If you believe you have a

serious infestation affecting many trees on your property, you should consult an arborist or reputable tree service.

Other solutions have been tried but found generally ineffective.  Physical barriers such as sticky tape are among

these.  The problem is that the number of winter moths are so great that, while the first moths are trapped, later

moths will simply crawl over their bodies.  Also, sticky tape doesn’t address the caterpillars that have ballooned into

the trees upper reaches.

One of the greatest problems is that of timing.  Because the caterpillars do not all hatch at the same time, and

because they are protected inside leaf buds while they do damage, there is only a narrow window when treatments

are effective

One of the most promising management techniques is the effort to develop a biological control for this pest. Biologists

at UMass Amherst have been working on just such a program, but it will take several years for it to spread and reach
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a level where control is widespread.
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December Horticultural Hints

by Betty Sanders

Principal Master Gardener

Finish cleaning the garden.  Eastern Massachusetts’ rainy fall has confounded

many of our clean-up schedules but do finish before the ground freezes.  The

lawn needs a last mowing and you can do two chores at once by using a

mulching mower to chop any remaining leaves into the grass.  Perennials

are generally easier to cut down now and a thorough clean-up of beds can

remove disease and insects leftover from the growing season.  Finally keep any new plantings watered

until the ground freezes.  Then stay off the frozen ground.

Having blue (ribbon) thoughts?  Plants to be entered into the 2010 Blooms! amateur horticulture

competition must be owned and grown by the exhibitor before December 13, 2009.  If you are

considering entering, you must acquire any new plants by that date.  Check the details of the

competition at masshort.org and go to Blooms! for full information.

Cutting your own Christmas tree is better for the environment than buying one pre-cut.  Many of those

trees are transported long distances and far too many of them end up not being purchased, increasing

the waste.  A tree cut locally is fresher and great family fun.  After Christmas, use loppers to remove

branches from your tree and use the boughs to cover gardens, keeping them from suffering from any

freeze and thaw cycles as the winter progresses.

Live Christmas trees are a wonderful way to make Christmas a permanent part of your landscape.  If

you are thinking of a live Christmas tree, there are a few rules to follow.  When you chose a place for

your new tree, be certain to take into account its ultimate size.  Today’s 6-foot balsam fir wants to

grow to 75 feet high and 25 feet wide.  Dig the hole now.  Remember it should be three times as wide

as the root ball and just as deep.  Keep the excess soil covered with a tarp so it is ready to be put back

in the hole no matter the weather between now and your planting date.

Keep the tree in the house for no more than three or four days.  Make certain it is well watered and

kept away from heat sources.  After planting, mulch the tree with three to four inches of wood chips or

similar material.  Continue to water your tree until the ground around it is frozen solid.  Consider

adding protection from direct sunlight and harsh winds with a burlap screen.  In the spring, resume the

watering for another year as it becomes established and its root system grows.

Christmas beyond poinsettias!  Poinsettias can be handsome, colorful additions to the home for the

holiday, but why not try something a little more unusual?  I was thrilled when I discovered cyclamens. 

Bright and colorful, they are low-maintenance houseplants with long lasting flowers in shades of pink,

red and purple or white.  If you keep them cool and moist after they finish blooming, they will reward

you more blooms in the spring and will surprise you with another bloom next winter.
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The Long Goodbye to the Gardening Season

by Neal Sanders
Leaflet Contributor

 

We had fresh lettuce as part of our Thanksgiving dinner last week.  It was wonderfully crisp and
almost sweet to the taste.  It was picked, hours before we sat down to dinner, from the cold

frame outside our garage door.

It is also possibly the last fresh lettuce we will see until next April.  We may get lucky and pick a few dozen leaves in
early December but, eventually, sub-freezing temperatures will render the cold frame inadequate against the
onslaught of a New England winter.  When the lettuce is gone, it will officially end the gardening season.

We relish our growing season and put aside that which can be stored to savor into the winter.  There are carrots in
the refrigerator and butternut squash in the basement and, if the last two years are any yardstick for the latter
vegetable, we will scramble in February and March to give away the last of our bounty before age renders it
inedible. 

There are green beans; blanched and flash frozen, then placed in sandwich bags to be parceled out at meals
between now and next June.  There is okra, an underappreciated vegetable in the north that will nevertheless grace
our jambalayas and stews for the next six months.  And there is corn.  The same, miserable weather that
decimated our tomato and pea crop gave us the best corn ever.  Because all the corn came at once, we blanched,
de-cobbed and froze the kernels from dozens of ears. Remarkably, it is as sweet from the freezer as it was fresh
from the field.

With the end of November we should put out our driveway markers and forget about plants.  Perversely – and
sometimes aided by our own hand – nature conspires to give us reminders of the season past and of the one to
come.  There is a Daphne along the sidewalk leading to our front door that continues to bloom though it has been
hit repeatedly by freezing temperatures.  There are Hellebores across from the Daphne that will bloom until
covered by snow – and then stubbornly thrust up flowers when the snow melts. 

When I go out to pick up the newspaper, I see a patch of Delosperma reliably putting up purple flowers.  Now, I
know why it’s called the ‘Ice Plant’.  Nearby, a clutch of Galliarda, planted last year, is still flowering prolifically. 
There are Heucheras, no longer flowering, but still displaying leaves with bright palettes of color.

The first heavy snow will put an end to much of this late-autumn display.  But for now, with the sun setting at 4:30
and gray afternoons more the norm than the exception, I take delight in these small reminders of the season past. 

We live in New England by choice.  There are parts of the country where November is just a slightly cooler month in
an eternal summer.  I grew up in such a place and, frankly, I don’t miss it.  The changing seasons are mileposts to
be noted and savored.  Winter, even one that lasts four or five months, is just another of those mileposts.  And,
each year, it gives me a better appreciation for the spring that will follow.

Neal Sanders is a frequent contributor to the Leaflet. We encourage you to read his contributions to our In the
Gardens Blog where he focuses on interesting cultivars that can found in the Elm Bank gardens.
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