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Elm Bank’s gardens are waking up this month. You'll see beds being cleared of
their winter’s accumulation of leaves and debris and much being refreshed
around trees and shrubs.

If you walk the perimeter of the Bressingham Garden, you'll see that it
over-winterered quite well. There are green shoots everywhere. This will be that
garden’s second, full year and the maturation promises to be striking. Adrian
Bloom’s remarkable vision will be there for everyone to see this summer and
autumn.

The daffodils are back, and the countdown is on! Around Saturday, April 18, thousands of daffodils will be in bloom
on the grounds of MassHort Society. We invite you to come celebrate Spring with us and enjoy the mass of brilliant
yellow, golds and creams sprouting everywhere, starting in the MassHort Visitors parking lot, in many of our
perennial beds, and in front of the Education Building.

This year, there’s a major focus on plants that are new to the market. With the help of Master Gardeners, as many
as a hundred new plants - mostly perennials but also annuals and ‘tender’ perennials — will make their debut at
Mass Hort this year. Our plan is to put those new plants in highly visible places and to ask you your opinion of which
ones are the ‘keepers’.

For now, the real action is in the greenhouses. Thousands of seedlings are being grown; they’ll begin gracing the
various annual beds (such as the Italianate Garden) in May. For now, they’re gaining strength and size.

The AAS (All-American Selections) Trial Garden is being prepped for its May planting. This is the large, formal
garden in front of the Education Building that accommodates both sun-loving and shade-requiring annuals.

While the AAS Trial Garden is limited to plants grown from seed, Mass Hort will also be displaying plants grown
other than from seeds, including hybrids from vegetative cuttings. Those are also in the greenhouses now, awaiting
a time when Elm Bank is past the last frost date.
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How to Shop a Nursery FrmTiS)

A Professional's Tips on Selecting the Best
with Tom Ward, experienced plantsman and nurseryman

Wednesday, April 22 2009, 6:00pm - 8:00pm at Mass Hort Horticultural Center at EIm Bank.

Tom Ward kicks off the Wednesday Nights at EIm Bank series of
lectures with information that will make you more productive in your
garden. What better place to start than at the nursery...

Course highlights: Where do | find what | want to grow? How do |
know which plant to buy? Putting in healthy plants is one of the keys

! to successful gardening and Tom Ward will share his many decades of
experience in choosing the right plant. He'll talk about how to
evaluate nursery stock when presented with dozens of seemingly
identical plants, and how to put in that plant once it's purchased.

Cost. $10 non-member; $5 MHS Member. (register online)
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Earth Day Comes to EIm Bank FrEil

If you've been to EIm Bank recently, you probably noticed what looks like a great deal of ‘forest thinning’ over the
course of the autumn and winter along the access road. Actually, what has happened is that MassHort has been
removing ‘alien’ trees and shrubs from the woodlands within the Reservation.

For Earth Day Weekend (Friday, April 17 and Saturday, April 18), MassHort will host a Learn
About Invasive Plants Weekend ... with an opportunity to help clean up and beautify the famous
Olmstead Asian Garden adjoining the Manor House. Over two days and working with tree

" experts, volunteers will help rid that area of alien species that have crept in over the past years.

The Asian Garden is one of the EIm Bank’s most horticulturally significant sites. Designed by the
firm of Olmstead and Vaux and completed in the 1920s, the Asian Garden is so named not
because it incorporated Asian plants but, rather, to note the beautiful Japanese bridge over an inlet of the Charles
River.

The MassHort project is part of the ‘Green Apple Festival’, which bills itself as America’s
largest Earth Day activities program. The project will begin at 10 a.m. each morning. You
must be 18 or be accompanied by a parent or guardian, and please bring work gloves
and your own pruning tools. Because there area some areas of dense undergrowth,
please plan to wear clothing suitable for working among brambles and thorns.

To register for the project, please do so here. Alternately, you may call 617-933-4995.

Click here for directions to EIm Bank.
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Back to the Garden!

From late April through the end of June, MassHort offers a series of Wednesday evening programs that will help you
brush up your gardening skills and learn new ones. Except as noted, all programs begin at 6 p.m. and include both a
presentation by an expert in the field and ample time for questions and answers. Light refreshments will be
provided.

We also invite you to come early and explore EIm Bank's gardens as they evolve from late spring into their summer
richness.

The cost for each individual program is noted in the description. Registration for these seminars is required. You
may register by phone (617-933-4995), online, or by sending your course selections and payment to MassHort, 900
Washington St., Wellesley, MA 02482.

April 22, 2009

6-8 pm at EIm Bank

How to Shop a Nursery: A Professional's Tips on Selecting the Best

with Tom Ward, experienced plantsman and nurseryman

Course highlights: Where do | find what | want to grow? How do | know which plant to buy? Putting in healthy
plants is one of the keys to successful gardening and Tom Ward will share his many decades of experience in
choosing the right plant. He'll talk about how to evaluate nursery stock when presented with dozens of seemingly
identical plants, and how to put in that plant once it's purchased.

Cost. $10 non-member; $5 MHS Member. (register online)

April 29, 2009

6-8 pm at EIm Bank

Growing and Using Herbs

with Joe Kunkel, experienced herb gardener

Your herb garden can be as simple as some pots on the deck or entail cultivating several hundred square feet.
Either way, there are a set of basics that every herb gardener needs to know. Joe Kunkel, who had spent much of
his life in the nursery business, will take you through the ‘'what’, ‘how"' and 'when' of herb gardening, including
preserving those herbs for winter use.

Cost: $10 non-member; $5 MassHort Member. (register online)

May 6, 2009

7-9 pm at EIm Bank (note later starting time for this session)

Three Seasons of Color in the Garden

with Kery Ann Mendez, garden designer

Perennials aren't just for summer. With the right selection of plants and an intelligent design, they can be the color
foundation of a garden from early spring through late autumn. Moreover, they can be among the easiest of plants to
maintain. Kerry Mendez will share her tricks of the trade for putting a ‘wow' factor into your home garden month
after month. She'll discuss smart plant selection, design tips and surefire maintenance shortcuts.

Cost: $15 non-member; $10 MassHort Member. (register online)

May 13, 2009

6-8 pm at EIm Bank

Vegetable Gardening Refresher

with Betty Sanders, Principal Master Gardener

Course highlights: Save money, eat fresh, and know just how your food is grown this summer. With proper
planning, even a small garden space can yield hundreds of dollars of vegetables for your family. Betty Sanders will
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discuss the pro's and con's of raised beds, no-till gardens, plant sets versus seeds, and protecting your garden
against unwanted visitors. The first half of her talk will be indoors; the second half will be in MassHort's new
Vegetable Trial Garden. Gardeners at every experience level will find benefit in her talk.

Cost: $10 non-member; $5 MassHort Member (register online)

June 24, 2009

6-8 pm at EIm Bank

Build a Backyard Butterfly Haven

with Suzanne Mahler, Landscape designer

Course highlights: By adding a progression and variety of easy-to-grow, nectar-rich flowers to your home garden,
you can ensure a season-long treat in the form of visiting butterflies. Suzanne Mahler is an expert in the subject and
she'll show you how mass plantings of colorful flowers, particularly those tinted pink and lavender, are irresistible to
butterflies passing overhead. Butterflies are fragile creatures, and Suzanne will talk about how to ensure your
garden is a haven for them.

Cost: $10 non-member; $5 MassHort Member (register online)
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Kerry Mendez to speak at MHS FRmT i)

MassHort to Offer Talk on 'Three Seasons of Color’ for the Home Gardener

Perennials aren’t just for summer. With the right selection of plants and an intelligent
design, they can be the color foundation of a garden from early spring through late
autumn. Moreover, they can be among the easiest of plants to maintain.

Kerry Ann Mendez, a noted garden designer and speaker, will share her tricks of the
, | trade for putting a ‘wow’ factor into your home garden month after month when she
speaks at Elm Bank on Wednesday, May 6. She’ll discuss smart plant selection, design tips and surefire maintenance

shortcuts. Her goal is to help gardeners achieve the best results with the least effort, leaving more time to enjoy
the garden instead of maintaining it.

Her talk, ‘Three Seasons of Color - Hit the Easy Button!’ is presented as part of MassHort’s 2009 '"Wednesday
Evenings at Elm Bank' program series for the home gardener. Pre-registration is required either through online
registration or by calling 617-933-4900. The $15 registration fee includes garden talk, handouts, a five dollar coupon
to any Mahoney's Garden Center, door prizes, and more.

Attendees are encouraged to come early for the 7 p.m. presentation to enjoy ElIm Bank’s many gardens.

Ms. Mendez is the owner of Perennially Yours, a Ballston Spa, NY, garden design and consulting business. She is a
frequent contributor to gardening magazines and her garden has been profiled in major magazines.
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The 'Open House' Flower Show, Exhibits & Tour FrEi

Elm Bank will be at its spring glory peak at the end of May. Why not plan to
spend a day there enjoying the flowers... indoors and out? That's the idea
behind “Open House”, a flower show; floral, horticultural and educational
displays; and tours of EIm Bank’s gardens to be held on Saturday and
Sunday, May 30 and 31.

“Open House” takes it name from, and will be held in, the Cheney-Baltzell Manor House on the grounds of EIm
Bank. The mansion, built in 1906, is a legacy of an era of genteel country living and an ideal setting for a flower
show. Those who haven’t been in the building for a while are in for a shock: large sections of the interior were
refurbished last year when the home was used as the principal set for a film. Much of “Open House” is being staged
in those newly smartened-up rooms.

Flowers in their natural setting are a delight to grow and to admire. Artfully arranged by skilled hands, cut flowers
can give both new beauty and imaginative expression to those same blooms. Visitors to EIm Bank will have the
opportunity to see the work of top designers at a standard flower show incorporating 36 distinctive arrangements
designed to recall the gracious era of country estate living.

While the flower show will take center stage at “Open House”, there will be much more to see and do over the
show’s two-day run. A broad variety of horticulture from skilled amateur growers will be on display as well as an
exhibit of Ikebana by Ikebana International in the nearby Education Building. Educational exhibits will share space
with floral arrangements in the Manor House.

For those who want to better appreciate the gardens of EIm Bank, Massachusetts Master Gardeners will be on hand
to offer horticulturally informative tours of Weezie's Garden and the Bressingham Garden, as well as to answer your
gardening questions. And, of course, EIm Bank’s many other gardens — from the formal Italianate Garden to those
specializing in rhododendron, herbs and daylilies among others — will be open for your visiting pleasure.

“Open House” is jointly sponsored by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and the Garden Club Federation of
Massachusetts. Tickets are $10 in advance and can be ordered by calling 617-933-4995. Tickets purchased at the
door will be $15. The Cheney-Baltzell Manor House is not handicapped accessible.
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Meet Bruce Smith - MHS Trustee FriEi

Bruce Smith grew up in Maine where, in the 1940s, everyone had a garden and every family
member, like it or not, worked in it. When he grew up, he went to college and left Maine. But he
never fully escaped garden duties. His wife, Linda Jean, is an avid gardener. So avid that she’s
the incoming president of the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts.

For more that 40 years, Bruce labored in the vineyards of finance, working for the likes of
Raytheon, the federal government and Mass General Hospital. His work at the latter
organization allowed him to come to know the non-profit world quite well. When he retired, he thought he had put
accounting behind him.

When Bruce looks around the organization, what he sees are assets, and most of them are people. “The staff is tiny,
self-directed and performs miracles every day. The trustees are fully engaged. The volunteers are knowledgeable
and dedicated. If we are back from the brink, it's because of people working against the odds to make it happen.
Anyone who comes to Mass Hort and looks closely at what is being accomplished will be awed. And properly so.”

Bruce Smith is also one of those volunteers. In accepting the part-time position of Treasurer, he also declined
compensation. “Call it my own contribution,” he says.

But things don’t always work out the way you plan. Two years ago, Linda Jean Smith became a Trustee of Mass
Hort. She would bring home her questions about the group’s finances. Bruce would do his best to explain. When
Mass Hort's financial position hit rock bottom last year, Bruce found himself helping to disentangle the organization’s
books.

Today, Bruce Smith’s role is both formal and critical. He’s Mass Hort's treasurer — the de facto chief financial officer
- and a Trustee.

“I'm in this with my eyes wide open,” he says. “For many years and for whatever reasons, Mass Hort ignored its
finances and paid the price both in dollars and in reputation. The Flower Show was losing a hundred thousand dollars
a year for two years in a row and no one knew it. The Trustees have now taken the hard steps to get the
organization on a stable footing. My role is to ensure that there is financial discipline going forward.”

How is it now? “Between contributions, Gala tickets, and raffle sales, BLOOMS! made $30,000,” Bruce says. “But we
are not out of the woods. This is a survival year. We need to prove to contributors that the money they give to us in
the form of memberships and gifts is being well spent. My job is to ensure that our finances are transparent and
there is strict discipline in how records are handled.”

What is going to make the difference between an organization that barely hangs on (or, worse, closes its doors) and
one that is vibrant and growing is planning and discipline. "When someone writes a check to Mass Hort today, we

can show them how that money is going to be invested,” he says. "We're back to doing it right the first time. It's
the necessary first step to restoring our reputation.”
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Uncovering the Rock Garden FRT

by Neal Sanders

" We first viewed our home in Medfield ten years ago in February. A thick blanket of snow covered
everything in sight and all was peaceful. All the snow had melted when we moved in on April 1,
1999. We realized the grim humor of an April Fools Day closing when we walked around to the
back of the property that morning. The melting snow and intervening rains had gouged a series of
Grand-Canyon-sized gullies, carrying everything in sight down the hill behind our property toward
the pond we abutted.

Thus began a civil engineering project that lasted five years and still requires periodic refinements. Several new
downspouts were added to the inadequate number that had been installed with the house. A total of seven
underground French drains were attached to those downspouts, allowing water to be carried a minimum of fifty feet
from the house. Rock-lined trenches extended those drains into the surrounding woodlands.

The fifteen degree slope behind the house was deemed inherently
unstable. After rejecting one contractor’s suggestion of a retaining wall,
we set out to find a less ecologically intrusive solution. We wanted
something that would hold the soil in place yet not interfere with our view
of the pond. We wanted something that would provide visual interest
from our back windows, deck and porch. We wanted something that
would be low maintenance. We settled on a rock garden. And, as Meat
Loaf opined, two out of three ain’t bad.

I was thinking of that history this weekend as we uncovered the rock
garden from its winter slumber. There were just three, fair-sized rocks
when we started. The rest - hundreds of massive stones - had to be
brought in. There was little usable soil. Today it is rich and black with
compost. The five gardens are interconnected by steps and paths, none of
which existed ten years ago. The rock garden today is ninety feet long
and forty feet deep at its apex. It contains more than a thousand bulbs,
several dozen shrubs and more types of ground covers than I care to
count.

Rock gardens attract oak leaves like a giant organic magnet. The top layer of leaves can be removed, gingerly, with
a rake. The underlying leaves need to be removed by hand so as not to damage the plants, mosses, ground covers,
low shrubs and emerging perennials that are showing green. My wife and I began on Saturday morning at nine. By
three in the afternoon we had completed about seventy percent of the job. The balance was completed Sunday
afternoon. Before it was over, I carried off three dozens bins of leaves to add to our overflowing compost piles.

The result of this labor is striking. On the Friday before we began
uncovering the rock garden, the back of the property was a solid,
undulating mass of brown. Even the basic contours of the garden were
masked by the carpet of matted leaves. This morning, the rock garden is
plainly visible, the intricate walls and terraces still in place despite a
winter of frost heaves.

There is as of yet not a lot of green. A few of the ground covers retained
their color over the winter but the explosion of yellows, blues, and reds
will come in April and May. And, this weekend was just the first of several
forays into the rock garden. An azalea has grown too large for its allotted
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space and needs to be moved - a massive undertaking. The last of the
wooden pegs that once held steps in place need to be replaced by steel
rods. And, there is a creeping weed that needs to be eradicated before it
makes the leap from ‘nuisance’ to ‘serious problem’.

But those are issues for another weekend. For now, there is the
contentment of a spring chore crossed off.
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Garden Answers Are a Phone Call Away
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April Horticultural Hints FrmTiS)

by Betty Sanders
Principal Master Gardener

Start the month by removing old mulch and evergreen branches from your
perennial beds—but stay out of the beds so you don't compact the soil.

April is a great time to pull out invasive plants such as o
Japanese barberry, Japanese honeysuckle and burning bush '
while the ground is soft. Replace these with American natives such as itea (a spring
bloomer with fabulous fall color that last longer than burning bush), cornus canadensis
(bunchberry -- a flowering ground cover with fall berries) and native honeysuckle
(lonicera sempervirens).

Itea virginica

By mid April—if the soil has dried out sufficiently—you can plant peas, spinach, lettuce,
onions, beets and potatoes. Indoor, start your tomato seedlings at the beginning of the month,
cucumber and squash late in April.

Wake up your lawn by raking with a metal spring rake. This will remove dead grass and winter debris.
Overseed thin or bare areas. Consider adding clover to your lawn—it creates a providing natural
fertilizer by fixing nitrogen in the soil.

Hold off on mulching flower beds until the soil has warmed up. You may begin mulching around, but
never up against, trees and shrubs to prevent mower or trimmer damage to the bark.

Beardless (Japanese or Siberian) irises need to be divided regularly. As they grow, the center of the
plant weakens or dies. Dig out the clump, cut out 4 to 6 inch segments from the outer ring and discard
the center. Plant your renewed irises in soil that has been improved with compost or other organic
matter, making certain to keep them at the same depth as they were before.

Enjoy the show from your spring bulbs.
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